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The American Heritage Dictionary defines ñReflectionò as the concentration of the mind; careful con-

sideration.  Reflection is a necessary step in the process for improvement.  As we enter the last month of 

our 2007-08 school year, I would like to ask that in our different roles at Socrates Academy, we reflect 

on this past year by asking the following questions:   

 

As principal:  What instructional processes went really well?  What methods worked well for improving 

studentsô growth academically, socially and physically?  What could be improved?  What better ways of 

communication are needed within the Socrates Academy Community?  Reflect on who, how, what and 

when for 2008-09 for building better ñcommunityò. 

 

As teachers:  How have I met the individual needs of my 20 students?  Could I improve in meeting 

these needs?  What new teaching strategies worked well this year?  What could be improved for next 

year?   

 

As parents:  How could I get more involved with the learning process for my student? 

What has worked well this year?  Where could I improve?   

 

As students:  Where have I improved the most this year?  In Reading? In Math? In Writing? In learning, 

speaking, reading, writing Greek?  What have I learned about the Greek culture?  In what ways have I 

learned to study better?  Where can I improve next year?  What learning goals do I have for myself? 

 

We are all influenced by persons around us each day.  Each of us ultimately become responsible for our 

own learning and reflections as we mature, so my challenge to us as valued members of The Socrates 

Family in our Learning Community, is to reflect on the past year in general in terms of ñWhat went 

well?ò ñWhat could be improved?ò and ñWhat will be my individual contribution to the life and learn-

ing of our students and to each other in 2008-09!?ò  Thank you, to each of you, for your support and 

your contributions to Socrates Academy!  Yiasou! To a Happy and Safe Summer! 

 

In Kindness, 

Mrs. D-H  

 

PRINCIPALõS POINTS BY MRS. D-H, PRINCIPAL  

Our Greek Phrase of the Month: 

ɆŰɞɜ ˊŬŰɏɟŬ ɛɞɡ ɞűŮɑɚɤ Űɞ ñȻɖɜò əŬɘ ůŰɞɜ ŭɎůəŬɚɧ ɛɞɡ Űɞ ñȺɡ Ȼɖɜò. 

Ston patera mou ofeilo to Zein kai ston daskalo mou to F Zein. 
 

I owe my life to my ñfatherò and the substance of my life to my ñteacherò. 

 

Alexander the Great 
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SCHOOLWIDE SCOOP 

We have several ñCelebsò among our midst!  George Couchell, our friend and wonderful supporter, was  

named Charlotte International Entrepreneur of the Year by Mayor Pat McCrory on Thursday evening, May 15th.  

Congratulations, Mr. Couchell on your well deserved honor and all your contributions to Charlotte and the Greek 

communities over the years! 
 

Dr. Michael Green, Associate Professor of Elementary Math, UNCC, was the recipient of the Sustained Service to 

Public Schools by the Education Department at UNCC.  Dr. Green was nominated for the award by the Socrates 

Academy Board of Directors and Mrs. D-H.  Congratulations, Dr. Green. 
 

Dr. Maria Yon, Associate Professor of Education, UNCC was the recipient of the award for Excellence in Teach-

ing.  Yiasou!  We are proud to have your expertise and contributions to Socrates Academy since our beginning in 

2005-06. We look forward to our continued work together to strengthen our curriculum and instruction. 
 

Third Graders were honored with a Pep Rally Breakfast on Friday morning, May 23.  The scholars have worked 

diligently all year preparing for the End of Grade tests.  Each class made up a CHEER to support the students as 

they prepared their minds and bodies for the EOGs May 27-30, 2008.  Go Scholars, Go Scholars, Go! 
 

On Thursday, May 22, 2008, the BIG BUS rolled up to Socrates Academy loaded with 40 plus North Carolina 

Teaching Fellows from colleges across the state.  A Teaching Fellow is a selected student who will major in  

education and received $6500.00 per year for four years to become a teacher.  The commitment to have loan for-

giveness is that the student, after graduation, will teach in a NC public school, including charter schools, for a total 

of 5 years.  These students on our campus this week were sophomores.  The Discovery Tour took students across 

the state to visit and observe outstanding teaching in area schools.  Socrates Academy was selected as a Charter 

School so that students could learn about charter schools and see how this educational choice works!  
 

Thank you to all of the parents and siblings, family members and friends, who came to the Saturday Work Day on 

May 17th.  Each classroom received several more cork strips on which to display meaningful learning tools and 

student work!  During the summer months we will have several more Work Days to complete the cork strips.   
 

Mrs. D-H had the ñBest Birthday Everò!  The entire school surprised her on Monday, May 5th with a great cele-

bration.  She was asked how old she was by a Kindergartner.  She replied, ñI think about 106 years oldò.  Several 

students responded, ñMrs. D-H, you donôt look like it!ò  Mrs. D-H just smiled.  That was probably her point in 

exaggerating her age! 
 

Fannie Anastasiadis will be returning to Rhodes, Greece this summer!  The staff and many parents helped Fannie 

celebrate ñBon Voyageò at Dinoôs restaurants on May 17th.  Fannie, we will miss you and look forward to your  

return if at all possible! 
 

Dimitris Zaimakis and his wife opened their home to staff and the Board to enjoy several nights of music.  What a  

wonderful addition to our learning community!  Thank you, Mr. Zaimakis.  We are so excited to have you with us.  

In fact, Students and Adults in the community can come audition on Tuesday evenings for the Socrates Commu-

nity Choirs from 5:00 to 6:00pm for students and 6:00 to 7:00pm for adults.  Auditions will be held in Socrates 

Academyôs Music Room. 
 

Speaking of music!  Parents are invited to observe Open Lessons with Mr. Zaimakis and your scholars, according 

to the letters to be sent home on June 4th.  However, if you cannot make it during your childôs class, you are  

welcome to join us at any time period.  We ask that you arrive at the beginning of the class period and stay  until 

the end of the class.  The classes need to be attended until the end of the period to avoid interruptions.   

Request: Adults only, please.  Look for a schedule to be sent home Wednesday, June 4, 2008. 
 

A Parent Satisfaction Survey will be sent home on June 2nd in the scholarôs book bags.  Please thoughtfully  

complete and return this survey to your scholarôs teacher by Monday, June 9, 2008. 
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FACULTY FANFARE - OUR SUMMER PLANS 

Miss Ayers will be attending a NCCAT workshop over the summer at Ocracoke Island. A teacher from each 

school in North Carolina is selected to attend each year and she is looking forward to it. Also, Miss Ayers will be 

teaching a summer camp for one week at Charlotte Country Day School called "It's Showtime Folks" for pre-K 

through 2nd grade.  Also, believe it or not Miss Ayers will be a bridesmaid once more over the summer - this time 

at the beach! : )  

Mrs. Cress is looking forward to spending time with her family. She is celebrating her son's accomplishment of 

making Dean's List at UNCG. They will spend a week at the Beach in July. 

Mrs. Fischer is ready for out-of-town guests who will be coming for her son's graduation. 

Ms. Fortune will continue her graduate school classes this summer. She will also join her family at the beach for  

a family reunion. She is looking forward to her third year as the director of the Summer Fun Days Elementary  

Program at Myer's Park United Methodist Church. She may even find a few minutes to rest and relax by the pool! 

Mr. Frederick will be spending the summer catching up on riding his motorcycle, landscaping his new home, 

and training with his buddies for the National Masters Championship Track Meet in Spokane, Washington in  

August. He is training his 75 year-old friend Charlie Rose, who will accompany him to Spokane, to attempt to set 

a new world's record for the 800 meter and 1500 meter runs for men over 75 years of age. 

Mrs. Harris will be attending a math workshop for CAMMP math with Dr. Green and will get to teach what she 

learns at a camp for the CAMMP math at Providence Day School. She will also take a beach trip with her family. 

Mrs. Howle is looking forward to a long weekend with her family at Pawley's Island for a wedding. 

Ms. Linden will be teaching rising fourth, fifth and sixth graders at Kamp Gabe 4 Kids this summer.  She will 

also be spending a week in Ohio visiting her mom and sisters. 

Mrs. Milam really enjoyed her two grandchildren that came for a visit over Memorial Day weekend. 

Miss Nickolopoulos will be attending the Boston Science Training next week in Raleigh. Also, over the summer 

she will be taking a trip to Greece. : ) She is excited about this.  

Ms. Short will enjoy a trip to Hilton Head Island in June with her son.  

Dear Socrates Academy Family, 

 

 I would like to take a moment to thank you from the bottom of my heart for embracing me and my 

family during our 3-year stay in Charlotte. From day one I have experienced nothing but open arms and love 

from everyone. I feel that the past three years have been a wonderful learning experience, not only for me, 

but for my children as well. It was an honor and privilege to have taught you all my Greek language, culture, 

and heritage.  

 Thank you to the teachers for always helping me and always working together like a family. Thank 

you for all the wonderful support from parents and volunteers here at Socrates. Thank you to the after-school 

teachers for providing wonderful activities for my children. Thank you to Mrs. D-H for always being there 

for me and helping me get accustomed to the ñAmerican lifestyle.ò Thank you to Mr. Peroulas and the 

Board of Directors for allowing me to come to such a wonderful school and teach our wonderful scholars. 

Lastly, I would like to thank my husband, George, for always loving and supporting me during our adven-

ture here in the United States. 

 We started this journey here at Socrates together, and I know that when I leave, more teachers will 

come in my place. I hope that these teachers will work with you to build on this wonderful foundation of 

blending the Greek and American languages, cultures, and customs.   

 Thank you for everything! Please know that my home is always open for visitors in Greece! 

 

Much Love,     Address in Greece: 

Fannie, George, Maria, and Minas  ɇ.Ū 410 Ⱦɞůəɘɜɞɡ 

      Rhodes 85100 

      GREECE 

      011-30-22410-69960 
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CLASSY NEWS 

Kindergarten:  

It's almost the end of the year, but Kindergarten is still in full gear! May has been such an exciting 

month for our young scholars. They learned several new Greek & May Day traditions while partici-

pating in field day. Kindergarten scholars enjoyed the first-hand experience of watching the life  

cycle of a ladybug. We received the ladybugs when they were in the larva stage and watched them 

progress through the pupa stage and into the full life of a ladybug. This was a fabulous learning  

experience for us all! The kindergarten team also followed up Greek Worker's Day with our  

integrated unit on Greece. Scholars were exposed to traditional Greek games, food, Olympics, 

structures and more! 

 

 

 

 

First Grade: 

Ms. Shortôs First Grade Integrated Units classes have been learning about the life cycle of a butter-

fly. They watched butterflies grow from an egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, to a beautiful butterfly! Ask 

your scholar to sing and show the motions to our butterfly song. It was fun to watch our butterflies 

flutter away freelyé.hopefully they will continue to be proud Socrates ñbutterflyò scholars!  To 

close out first grade math but still keep them learning till the last day, Ms. Lindenôs first graders 

will be playing and evaluating a new math game called Roller-Rink. They will write ideas about 

making it better. They will also be playing math jeopardy, working with calculators and the grand 

finale will be the 3rd annual first grade auction. Each math class will be given ñCress Coinsò to bid 

on all the things they have made as a class during the year. 

In Ms. Fortuneôs Literacy classes they have been focusing on story writing. They completed a won-

derful writing project about their Field Day/Workerôs Day activities. The scholars are getting more 

confident in their writing and have been adding a lot of details. They also wrote about Mrs. D-H to 

celebrate her birthday. This writing is posted in the hallway for everyone to enjoy! As the year 

comes to an end, they will continue to fine tune their reading and writing skills. Remember that our 

goal is to create life long learners, so please encourage your children to read and write over the 

summer. 

 

Second Grade: 

In Miss Ayers literacy class we have been working on several things. We have been completing 

individual reading assessments. Reviewing the writing process and continuing to write new stories. 

We have worked a little with poetry and my homeroom wrote poems about their mothers and made 

cards that were read and shared with them during our Mother's Day tea and sharing time. Also, we 

have been working on reading stories and writing in response to them from another character's or a 

different perspective from the author.  

In Miss Nickolopoulos's integrated units class the students are learning about mechanical engineer-

ing and wind. they have been designing and making sailboats.  

Mrs. Harrisô math class has been reviewing math objectives that have been learned throughout the 

year. The students completed a year end assessment on the 2nd grade objectives to see how they 

have retained their math skills. Also, they are continuing to review and work on problem solving 

and learning strategies and methods to solve word problems. 



Third Grade:  

The Third Grade has just completed their Integrated Unit study of Ancient Rome and held a presen-

tation in the Multi-purpose room on Friday, May 16th before the entire student body. They were 

dressed in tunics and wore wreaths and charms that they had created in class and read from scrolls 

to present the facts that they had learned about the Ancient Romans.  
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