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Our Greek Quote of the Month:

Without knowledge nothing meaningful can be done.
Plutarchus

So, what will it be this year? Another Barbie? #rer Brat doll? Will it be another truck, or a &le this year?
More toys that will be forgotten by Valentine’s?

Why not make giving to your child both tax-free andaningful this year? Give them the gift of a Mal
School. Commit to name a room, a lab, a sharecespfter your family. Making a tax-free donatisrilie per-
fect gift for grandparents, and all family membrgive. It's an especially appropriate gift fardparents, the
spiritual parents of children.

A donation to Socrates Academy Foundation is thethtat gives in many ways:
- It's tax deductible, unlike all toys and treats.
It's good for the environment since you don’t neey wrapping paper, ribbons, or bags.
Your child will get to go to a place that not orgyon its way to become a school of excellence By N
standards, but s/he will also develop a globalgeatve as s/he masters the foundations of theswest
civilization.

Giving Options: Send your pledge or donation agskd to the Socrates Academy Foundation. By Jai3@ar
2009 you will get a receipt tallying total donatsoand providing you with a tax-id number for yoecords. For
more information you can contact Patti Dimitriouwyaitad @gmail.com

Let's make a List of the Top 10 Ways Socrates Acadny Will Affect Your Child’s Life .
Here’s how it works: Each one of us can submitrtiwst important, funny, and silly, you name it, way fore-
see Socrates Academy impacting your child’s lfeen if it's a lifelong affection for Windex as aiversal heal-
ing substance (see Big Fat Greek Wedding reference)

Your entry will be compared to all other entriesldihe most common, hilarious, unique, creativetified ways
will be published in the next month’s issue.

To start the game, my submission, to the Top Tehiki

Attending Socrates Academy will be at the very tdgyour child’s “Brag List” that s/he will have tgrepare for
every college application they will submit.

Send us your submissions for next month’s newsletie Top Ten Ways S.A. Will Affect Your Child’s Life .
You can send your entries to: yiotad@gmail.com

Patti Dimitriou
Socrates Academy Foundation




Kindergarten:

In kindergarten we have been enjoying our new Singasupplemental math materials. They are fillét great
activities for teaching our standards. Thank yoalt@f our wonderful parents for your support gling us get
them!! We have also just completed our study offivee senses. The kindergarteners had a blast erglthe
world around them using their taste buds, earss,éynds, and noses! It was a lot of fun! If youeha chance
come and visit our "Winter Wonderland" on Coucl@dlurt. We are busily learning about all of the talis
celebrated around the world and excitedly getteagly for Winter Break!

First Grade:

Literacy. First grade literacy is participating in the Kipg bee the first week of December. We are alsgitining
the long vowels and will be making reindeer foofobe the holidays.

Math: In December, First grade math will continue tagtice "sets of" using Cuisenaire rods and Singaptath
workbooks. We will also learn to tell time usingadoyg clocks, stories and songs. We will also warkcomparing
and contrasting cylinders, cones, rectangular iand parallelograms.

Integrated Units In Integrated Units we are enjoying learning thkes of bioengineers and how the engineerin
design process works. We are also discovering Yatratlitions in different cultures.

Second Grade:

Integrated Units Students have been learning about places nddaanThey have been studying about states
countries, land and water, landforms, and natesburces. This week students will continue learaingut re-
gions and understanding how to read a map.

Literacy. Reading:Students are practicing the reading strategy -igiad - with the story they are reading in
their anthologies. They will be using their respojmurnal to make predictions as well based orbtuk club
book they are reading.

Writing: Students are continuing to work on the writing s They have completed and published 2 writing
pieces. One is the story about the first time tidysomething (students choose what they wantedite about)
and the other was about what they are thankful&tso, students have started writing a new stoigualivhat they
did over Thanksgiving Break. The students had &nistorm by either making a list or a web and ttlemose one
and begin drafting their story.

Math: Socrates second graders have been busy leah@nitake away" operation. We have learned abauat "f
families” and how addition and subtraction aretesla

Third Grade:

The 3rd graders are learning about December hdidegund the world. We will be focusing on Gread8A,
Israel, Mexico, and Africa. They will be learningaut each holiday along with geography about eacimiry/
continent. We will be studying Animal HabitatsJanuary!

Fourth Grade:

Math: For the remainder of December the fourth gradélide practicing multiplication of 3 digits by @gits
and solving. After multiplication we will begin wioion fractions.

Science The fourth graders will collect rocks and téwtrh for their hardness, streak, and for the presehc
carbonate.

Literacy. We are finishing our first book club selectionlesby Louis Sachar. We are very excited about
comparing the text and the movie. We are alsoljaaming with excitement about our project baseadhieg
assignments.

Social Studies Where in the World is North Carolina? We hawstcompleted our study of Geography. Our
fourth grade scholars' learning was based on thenéial questions: How do you locate, in abscdute relative
terms, major landforms, bodies of water, and naresources in North Carolina? How do you descaibeé
compare the physical and cultural characteristitheregions? We learned SO much about NorthlDars
contribution to the larger community. We are loakforward to learning more about North Carolindtive
American tribes, past and present.
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Congratulations to our Classroom and Grade Levelnafis of our first annual Socrates
Academy Spelling Bee. The Overall K-2 and 3-4 Wisneere announced on December 17

and then School Wide Winner on December 18. Wepwlblish all the winners by classrooms,

grade level, over all K-2, 3-4 and school wideha §anuary Socrates Connection. Congrat
tions to Mrs. Walters and Miss Ayers for their grigd of bee coordinators!
Great Job — Well Done!

Thanks to Kirios Dimitris (Orpheas’ Dad) for thertlavork and dedication for the wonderful
music for the Winter Performance on December 15pécial thanks also to Kiria Anna and
Kiria Antigoni for the writing of the Greek Drama avell as the direction of the production.

Thanks to all parents and staff for your contribns for the successful performance. To our
special volunteers, | will say “Thanks” to Kathy s (Beka’s and Helena’'s Mom), Aphrodite

Davis (Eliana’s Mom), Michelle Musialowski (Mical)’'and Tyria Naspinski (Noah’s Mom),

a
well as Daniese Ingram (Olivia’'s Mom), for the sigéeffort and energy. Thanks also to ALL

ula-

the parents who helped with the choir rehearsaltla@dirama practice. Our staff also has been

very accommodating during the schedule adjustmehitsl last but certainly not least, the
Twelve Days of Winter Breaong could be a top 10 Hit!!! Thanks to all foe thuccess!

The office area was decorated by the Beautificalommittee headed up by Angela Deason

(Nash’s Mom) and Tyria Naspinski (Noah’s Mom). Tka so much for the festive holiday
“feel” as we entered the office area each morninigelgin our work in the month of Decembg
The “Owl's Nest Tree” in the front hall was a s @ift to The Socrates Family.

Students: Get lots of rest and have a wonderful and salfiddyd Come back ready to learn
lots and take your skills to a higher level at fsademy! Yiasou!

As we conclude the first half of our 2008-09 schyexr, | would like to say a special note
of appreciation for the Administrative Team: Ra#&iCouchell, Business Manager has far
exceeded the expectations of her job! Dena Honaadses everything “Hum” each day and
she is ONLY part time. Just think what she wouldduce if she were full time! (However a
the volunteer parents in the office add so muctdnks to each of you!) And last, Miss
Fortune has completed 5 months of her first adriratise job as Assistant Principal. She hg
added much to the administrative team with heitskihd talents! We tease her a bit about
being “Miss Facility”. Her attitude is just outstding as well as her dedication to Socrates
Academy since 2005! | love you, Administrative fréa

In kindness and love from N Mrs. D-H!
Xt = e i%g

Basons Greetings
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Ms. Ayersis looking forward to visiting her family in Westitginia during winter break.

Ms. Cornell is extremely excited to go home to visit her faniiiyOhio for the holidays!

Sue Davisis looking forward to finishing up her Christmaspbping and spending time with family.
Mrs. DH is going to stay close to home, work a few daythatschool, and chill with family and friends!
Laurie Fischer is looking forward to Winter Break and trying tdae as her youngest just go her driver's license!
Ms. Fortune has a break from Grad school for a month!
Mr. Frederick will be driving to Upstate New York and to the sntwisit with his four grandchildren, ages 8, 6,
2 and 1. Surely the sleds will be out and the tglaog and lots of hot chocolate and cookies wiltde@sumed.
When he returns, Mr. Frederick has lots of yardkatorcatch up on, leaves to rake and a new laveeédl and
sod.

Mrs. Howle is excited about her husband's new job, whicloisgywell, and looking forward to spending some
quality time with her family over Winter Break!

The Hulsenswill be spending the holidays at home with theiteexled family. It is a busy month with Gianna
having a 5th birthday and Billy turning 18 on Newafs Eve. Renee looks forward to her annual toadaf
waking up real early on December 26th and doind'Bey after Christmas" shopping with her daughsesters
and mom.

Mrs. Mason is looking forward to spending 2 weeks in San Dieggh her daughters and family for the holiday
Mrs. Milam enjoyed spending the Thanksgiving Holiday withadlher family, including her new grandson bor
on November 17th. She is also looking forward &wéting to Knoxville, Tennessee after Christmasisit her
other 4 grandchildren and is anxiously awaitinglifieh of grandchild number 6 in February.

Miss Nickolopoulosis looking forward to spending time with her famiyring winter break.

Athanasia Smithis working on her graduate degree and has one semuesvn and another to go! She is excite
about doing her student teaching next semestersn Dhvis' class.

Ms. Stainbackwill be spending the Christmas season with Andrad/family. Merry Christmas!!
Mrs. Torre is looking forward to a trip to New York to visirily during winter break.

Mrs. Walters holiday plans include making cookies and enjoyingetwith family. They are excited to be having
breakfast with Santa again this season!
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Woof! Woof! On behalf of all the
homeless dogs and cats waiting to be
adopted at the Humane Society,
Benji says "Thank you" for all the
food! As a result of our Kids Voting
program, the community outreach
project, "Spirit of Socrates" was a
big success this year because of all
your kind hearts!

"Giving to others is the best part of
living!" Our Socrates Families and
Scholars are truly kind, warm-
hearted and loving people as evi-
denced by the success of the Socra-
tes Service Project for 2008-09. Beniji, as welbtdeer animals, will receive much needed care
and food because of you! Thanks to ALL who contigldto this project! You ARE kindness!”
From The Administrative Team, Mrs. D-H, Miss ForuiMiss Couchell and Mrs. Hondros




December 19, 2008 Last day of school before WiRteak
December 20-January 2, 2009 Students Holidays
January 2, 2009 Teacher Work Day (Students nstliool)
January 5, 2009 Tour Training fd'Brade Tour Guides Training with Mrs. D-H
January 6, 2009 Chick-fil-A Night at the Arboretdrom 3:00pm - 9:00pm
January 7, 2009 Open House: 9:00am to 12 Noon
January 8, 2009 Open House: 4:00pm to 7:00pm
January 12 — 16, 2009 lowa Tests of Basic SKI¥4" Grades)
January 19, 2009 Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthd&®pudents not in school)
January 21, 2009 Open House: 4:00pm to 7:00pm
January 22, 2009 Open House: 9:00am to 12 Noon
January 22, 2009 End oFQuarter
January 23, 2009 Teacher Work day (Studentswsthool)
January 30, 2009 Report Cards Home
February 7, 2009 Socrates Saturday Work Day frd¥@iginm until 2:00pm
February 10, 2009 Lottery: 11:00am, Media Cer®gen to the Public
February 9-13, 2009 Second Language Oral Profigi@ests (SOPA)
(Greek Language Assessment)
February 12, 2009 Valentine Celebrations 2:15p@t15pm
February 19, 2009 Wachovia Playhouse: Kindergatiesses
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs, from%am to 1:15pm

Please check the new school notes page for upcasmingties and schedules.
Our page name is: http://new.schoolnotes.com/SABASP

Thank You!
Renee Hulsen, Director
Socrates Academy Before/After School Program




THE STUDENTS OF SOCRATES ACADEMY PRESENTED
JOURNEY TO LEARNING
AT THE 2008 HOLIDAY PROGRAM

Photo: Socrates with four students.
ABSTRACT

In 2008 ADE a group of students from Socrates Anadim Charlotte NC is looking to complete a schpuadject.
Their assignment concerns itself with trianglegémeral, and the definition of the right isoscétemngle. The
difficulties they are facing are many especiallgdngse they have to demonstrate their understandirihe
Socratic Method. To address these difficulties thegin by searching the Internet for informationrigynt
isosceles triangles and they find the name of Ryites, the ancient Greek mathematician. Searchainternet
for the Socratic Method they find the name of Stegathe ancient Greek philosopher.

The information they gather creates new questisribey discover that Socrates was not a mathematitiat he
claimed to know only that he did not know anyth({fgato Apology); and that knowledge could be acegiinot
through the written but only through the spokendviorthe form of dialogue (Plato Phaedrus).

One of the students in the group suggests thattthegl on the time machine to meet these two ahceeek
thinkers.

The group decides to meet Pythagoras first. Thesg titavel to Croton (6th c. BCA) and then to Athémsneet
Socrates (5th c. BCA). After their visit to Crot@malfunction of the time machine leads them tma8yse,
where they meet Archimedes, the ancient Greek matieian (2nd c. BCA). Shortly before they leavez®yise,
the Romans occupy the city and threaten Archimealks,uttered the famous phrase “Do not disturb imles”.

When they arrive in the Athens of the 5th c. BCAytffirst meet Xanthippe, Socrates’ wife, and theadharate
and Sophroniscus, Socrates’ parents. Last, they 8ueates himself as he is engaged in dialogue avgroup o
youths. Eventually time runs out before they cavetsll of their questions answered.

The students’ trip in time is not simply a triplfaf unexpected adventures; it is also the begimintheir pursuit
of learning...

Scenario- directing: ANNA ATHANASOPOULOU and ANTIG® KOROVESI
Music: DIMITRIS ZAIMAKIS
Technical Support: IOANNA PETROPOULOU
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