
Socrates Academy 
3909 Weddington Road 

Matthews, NC 28105 
704-321-1711 

www.socratesacademy.us 
February 26, 2009  

Volume 4, Edition 6 
Editor:  Janna Tipton  

As the summer is quickly approaching I am proud to announce our very first summer program 
at Socrates Academy.  Our staff has worked hard putting together this wonderful opportunity 
for our students and community. 
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Our Greek Quote of the Month: 
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Knowledge creates happiness. (Plato) 

Kindergarten Readiness Camp  
$200 per week  

June 29-July 3 and July 6 - 10, 9:00am - 3:00pm 
In the camp the child will learn phone number, address, letter 
recognition and sounds, puzzle and fine motor skill activities,  
days of the week, months etc. Second half of the day will be 

learning to ride your bike, training wheel free. 

Edible Science 
$125 per week, Grades 2 - 5 

July 6 - 10,  9:00am - 12:00pm  
Apply everyday knowledge of science to create yummy snacks!  

Test your knowledge of science for this exciting kitchen adventure. 

3rd Annual Greek Language & Culture Camp  
$200 per week, Grades K - 5 

July 13 - 17, 9:00am - 3:00pm 
This camp is geared to newly enrolled students.  

Basic Greek language is taught as well as American games and crafts.  
Group one will be K-2 and Group two will be grades 3-5.  

The theme this year will be Greek Mythology. 

Crime Scene Camp  
$200 per week, Grades 4 - 5 

July 13-17,  9:00am - 3:00pm 
Explore forensics with a week of analyzing finger prints, making 
plaster casts of tire treads and footwear impressions, analyzing 
teeth impressions, examining suspicious powders and learning 
how to investigate a crime scene. Working in teams, campers 
will complete an organized search of a mock crime scene to  
locate all evidence, then process and analyze that evidence. 

Clay Critters Camp 
$200 per week, Grades 2 - 5 

June 29-July 3,  9:00am - 3:00pm 
Create decorative animal masks out of self hardening clay. Scholars will 
be given an introduction to masks from around the world and their pur-
poses. They will sketch and create a mask of clay. When the masks are 

dry, kids will paint them using acrylic paint. Each student will make two 
decorative masks and the finished project can be hung on a wall. 

Dinosaurs 
$200 per week, Grades K - 2 

June 29 - July 3, 9:00am - 3:00pm 
Explore monstrous creatures from long ago. Campers go on a 

dinosaur "dig" to find "relics" of dinosaurs to reconstruct  
skeletons.  Campers learn the task of paleontologists as they have 

fun using math and science skills. 

MUSIC CAMP I/II  
$125 per week 

June 29 - July 3 (2), Grades 3 - 5 
July 27 - 31 (1), Grades K - 2 

We will sing songs, dance and make musical instruments.  
Fun classic childhood song activities will be emphasized along 

with literature connections to music. 

Science in the Kitchen 
$125 per week, Grades 3 - 5 

July 6 - 10, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
This week will be filled with eating, culinary arts and basic physics 

and chemistry. Scholars will experiment with recipes and kitchen tools, 
while learning the basics of the scientific method.  

Each day will be filled with new recipes and experiments. 

Summer Camps continued on page 2 



Etiquette Camp  
$200 per week, Grades K - 5 
July 27-31, 9:00am - 3:00pm 

In this camp children will learn proper manners in all different 
kinds of social situations. Formal dining, proper greetings,  

table settings and other important social skills. The final camp 
activity would be a demonstration of all that was learned.   

Depending on ratio of boys to girls formal dance introduction 
would also be introduced. 

Big Art Camp 
$200 per week, Grades 2 - 5 

 July 27-31, 9:00am - 3:00pm 
Scholars will be given an introduction to the history and examples of 

paper mache art. They will sketch a design, create a structure, cover with 
paper mache and then paint their creation. The finished project will be 

anywhere from two to four feet!  

Where In The World Is It? Camp  
$125 per week, Grades 3 - 5 

July 20 - 24, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
Students will learn how to read a map using keys and legends, longitude  
and latitude and cardinal and intermediate directions. They will discuss  

hemispheres, continents, countries, etc. They will be choosing several countries 
in each continent to look at more closely and learn about their customs,  
food, music and language.  Through games, puzzles, contests and visual  
reinforcements, the children will get an overview of what's in the world  

and where places are located.  

CAMMP MATH WITH ROBOTICS 
$270 per week, Grades 1 - 6 

July 20 - 24, 8:45am - 4:00pm 
The philosophy of CAMMP math is to enhance your child's  

understanding of mathematics and its connections to thinking, 
reasoning and real world problem solving.   

Hands on manipulatives are used to help children grasp 
concepts from addition to algebra. 

Greek Song and Dance Camp  
$125 per week, Grades K - 5 

July 20 - 24, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
Students will learn Greek songs and dances.    

They will have a performance at the end of the week to show their  
parents all they have learned. 

It's Show Time Camp  
$125 per week, Grades K - 5 

July 13 - 17, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
Students will learn, songs and dance movements. They will create their 

costumes and have a performance at the end of the week. 

Karate Camp 
$165 per week, Grades K - 5 

July 13 - 17, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
XTREME Karate Studio  

Great opportunity for students to learn self-defense,  
coordination, self-discipline and respect as well as focus  

while having a lot of fun. 

Drama Camp - Acting Up! 
$160 per week, Grades K - 5 

July 20 - 24, 9:00am - 12:00pm 
Children will bring stories to life while learning basic acting 
techniques:  stage directions, vocalization & physicalization  

and character development. 

Pirate Camp/Lego Camp 
$200 per week, Grades K - 2 

July 27 - 31, 9:00am - 3:00pm 
Ahoy Mateys! Come join a fun filled week with Cap'n R and First Mate Short as they explore the world of pirates. Campers will have a jolly 

good time using map skills to find a buried treasure! They’ll enhance their problem solving skills while building Lego pirate ships.  
Campers will also enjoy launching water balloons at pirate ships. So hurry, and come aboard! Arrrrrrrgh! 
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Please check the new school notes page for upcoming activities and schedules. Our page name 
is: http://new.schoolnotes.com/SABASP/ 
 
Please remember that there is a $1 per minute late pick up fee that applies to ALL activities as 
well as the school day.  Thank you to all our parents who have been patient as our Before and 
After School program grows into the best program in town! 
 
Renee Hulsen, Director 
Socrates Academy Before/After School Program 
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Kindergarten: 
Math - In kindergarten we have just finished reviewing solid and flat shapes and had a blast learning how to build and draw 
them using materials like toothpicks, yarn, play-doh and marshmallows!  Talk about fun times!!  We are now going to move 
into “teen numbers” and through doing this we will even begin exploring place value!   
Literacy - We are working on learning how to substitute beginning and ending phonemes in words.  We are also working on 
creating our own stories using a title, beginning, middle, and end parts of the story and correlating pictures.  We are discovering 
what great authors and illustrators we are!   
Integrated Units - This month we learned all about our presidents of the past and present, as well as famous African Americans, 
and last but not least, dental health.  (If we have any parents in that profession who are interested in coming to talk to our  
kindergarteners, please let us know!!) 
 
First Grade: 
Literacy - Students are continuing to learn about the different long vowel sounds. Each student is writing about what love 
means to them and they are also writing about what they would do if they were President.  
Math - First graders spent the first part of February learning about place value (ones, tens and hundreds). For all of the February 

Integrated Units - Ms. Short's class earned a "pinata party" for following the rules and being Socrates Proud scholars. They  
enjoyed breaking open the Socrates Owl made by the talented Ms. Meiss. 
 
Second Grade: 
Math - Socrates second-graders are exploring geometry. Grandfather Tang's Story: A Tale told with Tangrams taught students 
to use tangrams to tell a story. The animal puzzles look great in our hallway! Next we will learn about lines of symmetry and 
what it means for shapes to be congruent. What time is it? Soon your scholar should be able to tell you, as we learn about 

Literacy - Reading: We have been reviewing our Reading Comprehension Strategies. We are incorporating the skills we have 
learned in class by using our response journals to write entries on different strategies. We have worked on some group projects 
and activities centered around our Book Club books and have presented some of our work to the class. We have learned about 
root words, prefixes, suffixes and Fact and Opinion. Writing: This month we have written about our "Dreams for a Better 
World" after learning about Martin Luther King Jr. and his life and accomplishments. We have been practicing adding details  
in our writing through using our senses, adding dialogue and using action words. We have reviewed using capitalization and 
proper punctuation. We also wrote a creative story to celebrate the 100th day of school about what we would do with 100  
dollars. These stories are displayed.  
Integrated Units - Students finished their science unit learning all about engineering and technology. They focused on learning 
about water pollution and the different kinds of contaminants.  Students enjoyed working on a hands-on experiment in which 

 
Third Grade: 
Literacy - We have finished our first research project about critters! They are beautiful and are on display in the media center 

Integrated Units - We are becoming familiar with the lives of famous African-American heroes through teamwork. Each team 
had the responsibility of "teaching" the rest of the class the information that they learned.  Each 3rd grade class created a "Bus 
to Freedom".  Included in this experience was the opportunity for each student to come into contact with the new Mimio  

Math - Mr. Frederick's 3rd Grade math classes have been studying the metric system and comparing it to the American meas-
urement system. They recently had a project where they constructed their own measuring devices. The third Grade All-Stars 
also recently wrote letters and corresponded with 3rd Graders from Rama Road Elementary and their letters were answered and 

 
Fourth Grade: 
Science - This month the fourth graders are working hard in science studying all about magnets and electricity and how they   
relate together.  
Math - Our scholars are hard at work on mastering division and even learning to like it. Some of our math scholars are hard at 
work on problem solving and fractions.  
Literacy - Our students are completing their second writing prompt and are very busy in literacy working on their reading  
contracts. Way to go fourth graders for all your hard work! 
Greek Language - We finished up the animal unit by presenting our favorite animal. We are working on past tense of some  
basic verbs using ancient Greek myths.  
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Community Service Project 
Alex’s Lemonade Stand was a great successful under the leadership of Mrs. Dawn Ingram.  
Mrs. Ingram, Casey’s mom, (with a little help from Mr. Ingram, Casey’s dad) collected, 
counted and deposited the monies from each grade level each day.  Our final results were:   

�� Kindergarten  $315.31 
�� First Grade  $278.10 
�� Second Grade  $204.45 
�� Third Grade  $321.62 
�� Fourth Grade  $105.93 

 
Grand Total for the Week $1225.41 which equals another successful Community Service 
Project for the Socrates Academy Family.  Thanks to the Ingrams and the generous Socrates 
Families! 

 
Second Language Oral Proficiency Assessment (SOPA) 
Compliments are due to the teachers of Greek and their diligence during the week of February 9 
through February 12, 2009.  Selected students in Grades K-2 and most of the 3rd and 4th Graders 
were assessed in the Greek Language.  Dr. Chris Bongartz and her intern, trained and super-
vised the process. The teachers of Greek translated the parts of the assessment, paired our  
scholars, administered the assessment and videoed the assessments.  Dr. Bongartz flew back  
to Germany with the tapes and assessments and began her intensive work with our data.  Hope-
fully in August of 2009, Dr. Bongartz will return with the data in hand to share with our Board 
of Directors, the Curriculum Committee and the Socrates Academy staff.  We look forward to 
her return at that time during our staff development days in August.  Smith Language Academy, 
a Charlotte Mecklenburg Language Immersion School, will partner with us, along with Dr. 
Marie Yon, professor of Immersion at UNCC to share our results, prepare documents to share 
our results with our parents and plan for the assessment in March of 2010.  Thanks to all our 
staff for your cooperation to make this research project so successful!  �  
 
Lottery for 2009-2010 
Welcome to our new students who were successful in obtaining a slot in our 2009-2010 Lottery.  
A “Meet and Greet” for new parents and students is planned for May 12 and 13!  Remember we 
will now be a K-8 school!  Go Socrates!  WE ARE ALL SOCRATES PROUD! 
 
In kindness, 
 
Mrs. Janis Dellinger-Holton 
Principal 
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Miss Ayers is very excited about the Steelers winning the Super Bowl. She anxiously watched the game 
with some friends and was very happy with the outcome. Go Pittsburgh! Also, she and her Jack Russell 
dog, Brady, played in the snow on the snowday and she took some great pictures of him having a blast! 
Mrs. D-H's daughter, Michele, came for a visit during New Year's week. She enjoyed her stay so much 
in Charlotte that she decided to move here. So within two weeks of the visit, flying back to Florida, her 
home of 18 years, she packed up her belongings, drove a 26 foot truck to Charlotte, put most of her  
belongings in storage and began her new adventure in Charlotte. She was very fortunate in her quest for 
a new job and began another adventure on Monday, February 16 in her new position with a well estab-
lished consulting company off Carmel Road. Michele and her dog, Jaye, a pug, are living with The D-Hs 
for a few months until she can decide in which area of the city she wishes to reside! Mr. and Mrs. D-H 
are so very tickled as well as grateful to have ALL their family now living in North Carolina, the Variety 
Vacationland! 
Mr. Frederick has completed one of his projects at his house and installed 5000 square feet of sod in 
his backyard. A week ago several of his All-Stars from his last year's classes had a barbecue on the new 
grass and got a chance to play with Bruster (the Jack Russell Terrier), eat ribs and hot dogs and roast 
marshmallows.  
Mrs. Howle is looking forward to celebrating her 29th birthday with her family and her grandmother, 
who now lives in Georgia, and has a birthday 2 days before hers (She will be 87)!  She has also truly  
enjoyed the crazy weather that we’ve been having and occasional snow showers, and is hoping for more, 
before the winter is over.  (Her 2-year-old really enjoyed her first snow experience and still asks for it at 
least a couple of times a week!!)  
Mrs. McGill is excited about having had her lasik eye surgery, so no more glasses!  Yeah!!! 
Miss Nickolopoulos enjoyed taking classes at Arthur Murray learning different kinds of ballroom  
dancing. 
Ms. Stainback is excited that baseball season is finally here!! She is planning on attending as many 
games as possible and watching Andrew and his teammates have a successful and wonderful 2009  
season!! 
Mrs. Torre would like to acknowledge the generous and thoughtful Valentine gifts given by the second-
graders. You are all so kind-hearted. Thank you!  
Mrs. Walters took a few days off to visit with her best friend from Boston! What a great time they had 
together! 
Faculty Zumba:  A group of Socrates Faculty will get fitter!  Stacey Moorman (Joshua’s, Nathan’s and 
Everett’s mom) is the instructor.  No pain, no gain!  Classes started February 23rd. 
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Late thanks 
 

Anna Athanasopoulou and Antigoni Korovesi would like to express our thanks and appreciation to all 
parents who helped us make real the drama presentation about Greek philosophers on December 15th. These par-
ents worked with 4th graders who were not participating in the rehearsals as they were coloring pictures of ancient 
Greek Gods and then were making posters with all these pictures. Special thanks to Mrs. Vasiliki Hunt who found, 
bought and cut in pairs the cotton cords we needed for all 3rd and 4th graders to construct sandals, and to all parents 
who helped students finish their sandals. Last but not least, we thank Mrs. Aphrodite Davis who made the appro-
priate connections with the key contacts in Providence High School. 

 
Moreover, we would like to express our thanks to Mr. George Lainis who video-taped the performance. 

Mr. Lainis did a professional job and offered for free a DVD with the entire performance to the school. Copies of 
this DVD were distributed to Dr. Antionios Marmarinos (Coordinator of Education at The Greek Embassy in 
Washington DC), Dr. Maria Yon, and Dr. Michael Green.  
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March 2  3rd Annual Media Center Used Book Sale 
March 3  Chick-fil-A Night at the Arboretum 
March 9  Socrates Academy Board of Directors Meeting (6:30pm) 
March 10 - 12 Spring individual pictures by St. John's Photography  
March 20  1/2 Day for students (8:30am - 12:00pm) 
March 25  Greek Independence Day (School in session) 
March 26  End of 3rd Quarter 
March 27  Snow Make Up Day (School in session) 
March 28  Job Fair at Socrates Academy for Area Charter Schools  
   (8:00am - 1:00pm) 
April 3  Report Cards Go Home 
April 6-10  Spring Break  
April 6  Teacher Workday  
April 7  Teacher Workday 
April 13  School Resumes 
April 16  First Graders: Wachovia Playhouse - “Alice in Concert” 
April 17  Greek Orthodox Good Friday 
   Teacher Workday 
April 20-24  2nd Graders and New Students in 3rd/4th Grades CogAT Tests 
April 25  Socrates Saturday Workday (9:00am until 2:00pm) 
                                 Book Fair 
April 27-May 1 Spirit Week 
   Book Fair 
May 1   Greek Workers’ Day/Field Day 
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3rd Annual Media Center Used Book Sale 
 
The Socrates Academy Media Center will have our third annual Used 
Book Sale for students on Monday, March 2nd. This is a fun math and 
shopping lesson for the students. The book prices will be 25 cents for 
paperbacks and 50 cents for hardbacks. Most of these books are older 
and were donated to our school. Parents, please be sure to check the 
book your child brings home to make sure the content is appropriate 
for his or her age level.  
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From the PFI  
Janna Tipton, President 
 
First I want to thank you all for the support I have been shown since taking over as President.   
It is very much appreciated.   
 
Second, I want to say thank you to an incredible  parent volunteer who has spent countless 
hours on our hot lunch program.  It was Liz Babb who decided we need a hot lunch program 
and it was her determination that made it the fantastic two day a week program that so many of 
us parents are thankful for.  Last month, Liz thanked all of her helpers, this month we want to 
thank Liz. So thank you, Liz.  I love not having to pack lunches two days a week and I’m sure 
most parents feel the same way.  Keep up the good work!  If anyone wants to help with the 
school lunch program, please contact Liz. 
 
Third, I want to mention that a PFI nominating committee will be forming in the next few 
weeks.  If you have an interest in running for a position as a PFI Officer please let Daniese  
Ingram know.   
 
Lastly, I want to thank the following families that have joined the PFI in the last few months: 
 
The Harper Family   The Diamantis Family The Edwards Family 
The Christodoulias Family  The Woodruff Family  The Krueger Family 
The Dubolazova Family  The Contreras Family  The Strawn Family 
The Nathan & Camille Jones Family 
 
It is our hope to have 100% participation from all parents and faculty of Socrates Academy. 
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Socrates Academy will be having two art shows this spring at the Morrison Regional Library, 
which is located at 7015 Morrison Blvd, near South Park Mall. The first one is for all students 
in grades K-1 and also Ms. Nickolopoulos' 2nd grade class. This art show will feature artwork, 
inspired by the Dr. Seuss characters from his books.  The library is celebrating Dr Seuss' birth-
day on March 2nd and this art show will remain on the walls there until the end of March. The 
second art show will be for the other second grade classrooms and all students in grades 3-4. 
This is during the library's cultural celebration of children around the world, called "Dia Cele-
bration." They have a special event day on April 29th. This art show will be a pictorial story of 
the adventures of the Odyssey.  
 
To encourage our Socrates scholars to visit our art shows, as well as the library, we will be hav-
ing two door prize drawings, to be held in the office at Socrates Academy. Any parent that takes 
their child to an art show can fill out a card and drop it in the box. At the end of each art show, 
we will have a drawing to see who is the lucky winner of an art gift door prize! Families can 
enter twice, for each art show, but only win one time. Children are welcome to pick up a note 
card to fill out at home and return the next day or fill out the information below, cut it out and 
return it to school.  
 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Cut, fill out, and return to school 

 
Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Grade:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Teacher:  _____________________________________________________________  
 
Date you attended the Art Show:  __________________________________________ 
 
What special building material is used to make the small house in the children's section of 
the library?  ___________________________________________________________  

(Guess you'll all have to go see the show to find out! ) 
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Socrates Academy Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Socrates Academy is to work in partnership with parents  
and community to encourage our students to reach their full potential by  

developing critical, analytical thinking skills and becoming self-confident in  
a high achievement, multicultural, disciplined environment. Particular emphasis 

 will be placed on developing proficiency in reading, writing and mathematics both 
in English and Greek through the use of the Socratic Method. 

 
 

Socrates Academy Board of Directors 
 

President:  Larry Peroulas, APC, MA, (Holy Trinity Greek School Principal), 
larry_peroulas@hotmail.com 
 
Vice President:  John Couchell, MPA, (Research Planning and Analysis Division of 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department), jcouchell@cmpd.org 
 
Treasurer:  Panos Xenakis, BS, showmars@aol.com 
 
Assistant Secretary:  Antonis Stylianou, Ph.D., (Professor of Business Information  
Systems at UNC Charlotte), astylianou@socratesacademy.us, drton@yahoo.com 
 
Nancy Gutierrez, UNCC, Dean of the School of Arts & Science, ngutierr@uncc.edu 
 
Ralph H. Groce, III, MBA, MS, Senior Technology and Operations Executive, 
rhgroce3d@gmail.com 
 
Kim Rademacher, RN, BSN, timkimrad@aol.com 
 
Cass Ward, cassmerward@hotmail.com 
 
Chairman Emeritus:  Nick Goudes, Retired Entrepreneur & Philanthropist 

 


