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FREEDOM OR DEATH

Freedom requires virtue and daring
A. Kalvos

On 28" March Greek people everywhere celebrate the begjnof the Greek War of Independence
(1821-1829), also known as the Greek RevolutioGrieece the anniversary of Independence Da¥ (25
March 1821) is a national holiday.

When bishop Germanos of Patras raised the Greglaflthe monastery of Agia Lavra in Peloponnese,
all the Greeks shoute#freedom or Deathand fought for nine years. Eventually, a smalt pamodern
Greece was liberated and declared an independgomna

The motto during the revolution wd&eedom or Death{(in Greek; ). The number
of syllables in this Greek phrase is believed smdtfor the nine lines (five blue and four white)tihe
Greek flag.

The Greeks remained under Ottoman rule for ned@yykars. However, all these years their language,
their religion and their sense of identity remairséng. These people had never experienced the rig
of freedom. Their lives were like those of thespriers in Plato’allegory of the Cave.

This is an allegory that Plato presents in his widik RepublicThere Socrates presents the condition of
a group of people who have never seen_the sundigtihey have lived chained and immobilized in a
cave since childhood. With their arms, legs aradhgeld in place, they are compelled to gaze adlh w
in front of them. Behind them is an enormous fiwbjch forces them to see only the shadows projected
on the wall by things passing in front of the caventrance.

Like these prisoners, Greeks who lived under Ottonuée had not seen the ‘sunlight’ of freedom. This
however, did not prevent them from dreaming abband fighting for it with all their might. Wheneh
Greek revolution began, they all seized the opmitiuto shed their fetters. Most of them did not
breathe the air of freedom as they died befordilteeation of Greece. However, they considered them
selves free because their hearts and minds weoeched by any external yoke.

We are often reminded that the freedoms we enjdgyt@re the result of past struggles and sacrifices
While this is true, it is equally true that all @ have to gain our freedoms every day anew, especi
our freedom from ignorance.



Dear Socrates Academy Family,

On behalf of the Socrates Academy Board of Directors, | would like to inform you that
progress is being made toward the expansion of our elementary school facility and the
design of a master plan for a two-story middle school to be erected on Mr. Mclnnis’
property, which is adjacent to our current school property.

To accommodate the additional 80 students who will attend the Academy in the new
2009-2010 school year, we have asked the Couchell Brothers, the owners of the prop-
erty, to add to the existing facility. We are requesting the addition of 3-5 classrooms as
well as a gym. Because of time and cost limitations, the classrooms will be modular
units of the best quality available (probably hybrid modulars) and the gym will be either
a high quality fabricated structure or regular metal structure. The classrooms will be
ready for use by the end of July 2009. At this point, we anticipate the gym may take a
little longer to be completed.

Socrates Academy Family members have been invited to meetings during the last two
months and many of them have participated and offered their input to the selected ar-
chitect, Mr. Chris Hertz. Mr. Hertz has been contracted by the Socrates Academy
Foundation to contact various city reviewers, including an urban forestry specialist,
storm water engineer, zoning plan reviewer, and construction inspector in order to
come up with a site plan and a floor plan of our middle school building. During our last
Board of Directors’ monthly meeting, the architect presented a revised site plan along
with a schematic floor plan of a two-story middle school structure. Our teachers, staff
and the Board have reviewed the plan and submitted our suggestions to be considered
by the architect. The architect will finalize the plan, and if accepted by the Board, it will
be forwarded to Mr. MclInnis to calculate costs and come up with a proposal for either
renting or leasing to purchase the facility.

This is where we stand at the moment. We wanted to provide you with an update of the
progress that we are making. We assure you that we are doing everything we can to
make our expansion plan a reality. Please continue to trust in us and support Socrates
Academy in every way you can. In only three years we have achieved wonderful things
for our scholars. However, we understand we still have a long way to go.

All together, as one lovely family, we can make Socrates Academy an Honors School
of Excellence, a school of total quality and one which we will continue to be very proud
of.

Sincerely,

Larry Peroulas, President
Socrates Academy Board of Directors



Spirit Week
Socrates Academy will hold the fourth annual SpWieek in concert with the PFI Book Fair, Greek Wayek Day

and Field Day. More information will be sent honteser to the date in the Thursday Packet. THevihg are
the designated days for special dress that weedvienyone, scholars and faculty. Wednesday ismieday it
cost! All other days are FREE and FUN!
April 27 Dress Up Day
April 28 Jeans Day
April 29 Hat Day (Community Service Project: G@hm#n with Cancer Donations of $1 or more.
Contribute and wear your hat of choice.)
April 30 College Day: Set your sights on goingctdlege when you graduate from high school andgie your
college of choice clothing.
May 1  Spirit Shirt and shorts for Field day.

Contests Entered

Under the organization and leadership of Miss Fatand the Technology Committee of the Board, @iy
Cassmer Ward (Owen’s dad), two contests have betereel for rewards for the Academy: 1) Windstrezm-
test for technology for $25,000. The Academy sutadia video featuring scholars requesting a malziteputer
cart designed like the Green Windstream Truck. aAéehoping to add 20 laptops to the cart and betabddd to
our classroom technology use daily. We have owgrour wonderful computer lab!

A Google contest for $25,000 has also been enteyestholars who designed art around the word GOQGLE

Regional Library Displays Socrates Academy Art Work

Ms. Laura Sullivan, our art instructor, has asseuhlsicholars’ art work at the Morrison Regional bity: The
display will be featured until the end of Aprilf You visit the display and answer the questiothenfront office
at Socrates Academy, you can enter the contesbtl an art kit. Thanks, Ms. Sullivan for your cdipration and
energy in displaying our students’ art work. MbsH visited the library several times and chattethwisitors
about the Academy and the students’ work. ThahMlss,Sullivan!

Song submitted for Contest for Album

Kirios Dimitri Zaimakis (Orpheas’ dad) has composedoriginal song, both lyrics and music, to submiGover-
nor Beverly Purdue’s office. The contest entegefibi all schools but divided into elementary gsaduaiddle
school grades and high school grades. All the sovilh be submitted as a MP3 file converted to a songs,
with the theme, “Sing with Me, I'm Bully Free,” wibe selected to comprise the album. Kirios Dinfirs been
diligently working with selected scholars to praethis original song for submission by March 3leeH you fin-
gers crossed. Socrates Academy could be famoussbefig! Thanks, Kirios Dimitri and scholars fasur work.

Special Thanks
Also staff members, thanks for your support foroalt contests and flexibility for this work as tiraet of class

had to be made up and your schedule called foibiléy! The Board and the Administration truly pyeciate you
and your attitudes toward our work! Together wekena great team for kids and learning!

Read Across America

All faculty and scholars, plus many parents, joitteel Read Across Day for a 15 minutes Read Out.dkvpped
everything and read! Nothing like modeling the dabrs we all desire for our children! Actionslyrunean more
than words. Read ON!!!!




Kindergarten:

Integrated Units We will be learning about weather, farm animals, Seuss, St. Patrick's Day, transportation
oviparous animals.

Math - We will be working on addition, number bondstimation, comparing trains and recognizing eq@reaé
in sets and numbers 1-10.

Literacy- We will be learning about sense of story (chemes; setting, beginning, middle and end, detatls.)
identifying a word when the sounds are separatddsahstituting final sounds. We will be very busy!

First Grade:

Literacy- Students in first grade have finished learnibhgu all of the short and long vowels. They are heavn-
ing how different letter combinations make diffefreounds. First graders are reading every weelaendtill
practicing their writing skills, i.e. paragraphse\re reviewing sentence structure and becomirtgrhetiters.
Integrated Units The scholar's are really enjoying sharing fattsut the puppet they made from around the
world. I am so impressed with their creativity ahd knowledge they have acquired about diversity!

Math - Cress Corner Market was a big success. Schetared "Cress Coins for two weeks. They counted an
spent their earnings on a variety of merchandisank you to everyone who sent in goodies for thekata
March has us studying double digit addition andhéwally "sets of". First graders are now using barMath.
You will find us a couple of times a month in thengputer lab reinforcing our skills.

Second Grade:
Literacy- Reading: We have been learning about adjectivésation words. We have continued to practice U
ing reading strategies. We also have read Dr. Ssass this month to celebrate his birthday.

Writing : We have been learning to add adjectiaed action words in our stories. We have made €#gsain
poems about Honesty. We are working on imaginatigdes and learning elements of an imaginativeysto
Math - Socrates 2nd graders are having a great 3rdequ@tir latest project, Gallon Man/Gallon Gal was only
fun to make but a helpful way to remember the ungsuse to measure capacity. Our next venturebwilhto the
world of money and real world problem solving.

Integrated Units Students started another Boston Science lesseounds. They will learn about what an aco
tical engineer's job is and how sounds are madey Wl then work on making their own sounds withands-on
experiment.

Third Grade:

Literacy- We are buried in verbs! We are also completingliterature circles and will be creating bookao#s
as a completion activity.

Integrated Units 3rd grade scholars have been learning abowgdlae system. They have had the opportunity
explore each planet by making scale models. Th#aisb take a closer look at the sun's importancereating
solar cookers.

Math - Fourth graders are busy studying measurementaid/énding comparisons between the English and n
ric systems. Currently on display in the third grdmhllway are products created by the third grattertscompare
the yard and meter. We are also working on solwngd problems using our prior knowledge of fracioNext
week we will display the quilt patterns that wereated by the third grade after reading "The Ragt'Coy Lauren
Mills and listening to Dolly Parton sing "Coat ofady Colors".

Fourth Grade:

Social Studies The Fourth Graders are studying the life of Bemijn Franklin. All of the students will be partic
pating in the play. The play will be presentedhTes with different students playing Benjamin Friamknd other
roles.

Greek LanguageAfter presenting the main characteristics of owoféte ancient god or goddess, we are now
studying the past forms of some basic verbs usgpp’s Fables
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Mrs. Fischer has been enjoying her college boys being homegan& Break.
Mr. Frederick is busy in his yard and is currently building a oray mailbox and building a fenge
to keep his Jack Russell terrier, Bruster, fronming loose in the neighborhood. Bruster became
part of the family last year when Mr. Frederickisevwvas at Brusters Ice Cream and was ap-
proached by a distraught young women who had aypthat needed a home; thus the name.
Mrs. Howle is thankful that her husband's knee surgery wefitame is hoping for a speedy recav-
ery for him.
Ms. Linden’s son, Corey has earned his private pilot's lice@se step closer to a commercial pi-
lot license!

Mrs. McGill is excited to spend a bachelorette weekend witlirtegrds this month!
Mrs. Milam is very excited to welcome another grandchild tofamily. Leah Addison Milam was
born January 27, 2009 weighing 6 pounds 5 ounndsnoxville, TN. This makes number 6, 3 boys
and 3 girls. Won't holidays be fun!!

Miss Nickolopoulosis enjoying Zumba classes taught by Mrs. Moorman.

Benjamin and Kimberlee Rackleyare delighted to welcome Leila Celeste Rackley into

the world. Mr. and Mrs. Rackley would like to thaa&ch of you for your prayers, words of
encouragement, gifts, and well wishes. Khloe isagicsabout being the biggest sister, and Nia i
busy getting spoiled rotten by Grandma and Graiitipzkley in Tuskegee, Alabama.

Ms. Stainbackis loving baseball season and is enjoying watcindrew pitch on the weekends!
She is also enjoying watching the team play as aghang out with Andrew and his teammates
too!!!

Mrs. Torre is excited to spend evenings out on her patio émjoyhe beautiful Carolina weather!
Mrs. Walters is finally enjoying her newly remodeled bathroonmeShad a wonderful birthday
spent with friends and family. Brianna's recengsuy seems to be successful. Our fingers are
crossed!

Registration for Summer Camp at Socrates has bé&ldease check out the school website or
my school notes page for camp descriptions andtratjon forms.

[¥2)

Before and After School will be open for the hadfydMarch 20th and April 6th and 7th.

Please check the new school notes page for upcaoaingties and schedules. Our page name
Is: http://new.schoolnotes.com/SABASP/

Please remember that there is a $1 per minutgiekeup fee that applies to ALL activities as
well as the school day. Thank you to all our ptgevho have been patient as our Before and
After School program grows into the best progrartowan!

Renee Hulsen, Director
Socrates Academy Before/After School Program



March 26
March 27
March 28

April 3

April 6-10

April 6

April 7

April 13

April 16

April 17

April 20-24
April 24 - May 5
April 25

April 27-May 1
May 1

May 7

May 16

May 22

May 25

May 26 - 28
June 11

End of 3rd Quarter
Snow Make Up Day/ day of schodl

Job Fair at Socrates Academy for Areat€h&chools
(8:00am - 1:00pm)

Report Cards Go Home

Spring Break

Teacher Workday

Teacher Workday

School Resumes

First Graders: Wachovia Playhouse - “Alio Concert”
Greek Orthodox Good Friday, Teacher Warkd

2" Graders and New Students i/&" Grades CogAT Tests
Book Fair

Socrates Saturday Workday (9:00am un@i0pm)
(The Book Fair wok open for those who would like to shop.)

Spirit Week

Greek Workers’ Day/Field Day

Marble Slab Creamery Night 5:00pm - 8:30pm

Annual BBQ & Baklava Spring Festival (11209 - 4:00pm)

1/2 day for students (8:30am - 12:00pm)

Memorial Day (students not in school)

Parent Conferences - 1/2 day of scfoydtudents (8:30am - 12:00pm
Snow Make Up Day for March 2nd, last dagcbool

$88%& ' (&((1)*%+&

$$$% $%&' &%')
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The Socrates Academy Foundation Board of Trustepkased to announce that the Found
tion is now recognized by the U.S. Department @&abury as &01 (c) 3“Public Charity” Tax
Exempt Organization. Contributions to Socratesd&ray Foundation are deductible under
section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code. Socktademy Foundation is also qualified tg
receive tax deductible bequests, devises, trangfeggts under various other sections of thg
Internal Revenue Code. Please remember Socrasetesay Foundation in your charitable
giving plans for 2009 and beyond. We need youpestp

Socrates Academy Foundation is pleased to anndbedellowing appointments to the Boa
of Trustees; Mrs. Beth Pennell McCollum, Mr. Geoig} Scott, and Mr. George Zogzas.

The Foundation currently has a balance of $144& ¢hecking account and will be respons
for reimbursing the architectural firm working dretMiddle School plans, as well as the Gy
and 5th grade classes facility that will be locatetthin the Socrates Academy property.

We thank all the parents and community memberghsupport that you have shown to oy
Foundation, and we are looking forward to your cargd support.

On behalf of the Socrates Academy Foundation,

Patti Dimitriou Tony Deason
President Trustee

We will be holding our Spring
book fair on April 24th - May 5th

Please visit our website for hourg,
exciting news, events
and volunteer opportunities

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com
homepage/socratesacademy
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From the PFI
Janna Tipton, President

This month | want to thank a parent that has goag above and beyond her required 36 hours.
She has been involved with Socrates Academy rigit the start. Just to name a few things
that she does...she is on many committees, shag@edf the Board Meetings, she writes the
thank you notes for the recognition committee amelesven takes school pictures. Itis
Aphrodite Davis. Thank you Aphrodite for your endless commitmen$ocrates Academy.

We appreciate everything you do.

| want to make you all aware that Socrates Acadgchyol spirit items are available at all
times. The following is a list of items availatie purchase:

Logo Travel Mug (new style)  $11.00 Oliver Owl $10.00
(old style) $ 9.00 Car Magnet $ 5.00

Socrates Blend Coffee(1 Decaf left) $11.00 MegaMu $ 5.00

Lip Balm (limited scents available) $ 2.50 Bumgicker $ 5.00

Honeydew Hera, 4 available, Zesty Zeus, 3lalkd, Apollo Apple Pie, 3 available

If you are interested in purchasing any of thesed please let Gina Wilson, Lori Dell or my-
self know. You may also inquire in the front offic

Just a reminder, it is almost time to vote for ngedrs PFI Officers. If you are interested in
running for a position on the PFI Board please acinDaniese Ingram at your earliest conven-
ience. You must be a PFI Member in order to ruraf@FI Officers position and to vote.

Thank you.

GOPOPPPPPPPPPPP00P0000000000000000000900909090909090909090909099099999999999999999999%9%9%9%9% 9
Mothers Day is just around the corner.
Have you started to think about what to get youotiMr or Grandmother?

The PFl is very excited to announce a very proligdiJNdraiser
AND a chance to win FREE jewelry!

This fundraiser gives us the opportunity to ear@%®f the Profit back to our school.
On top of that, a chance to win 20% in sales in EfR&velry.

122222222222 222222222 24

This is through Premier Designs which offers higshiion jewelry at VERY affordable pricés
with over 750 pieces of jewelry to choose from aniith a lifetime guarantee on each piece!
*

Look for more information to go home in early April

All jewelry will be in on time for Mother's Day!!!
GOPOPPPPP00PPP00000000000000000000000900909090909090909090999999999999999999999999%9%9%9%9% 9
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Aletheum Productions & the Outreach Committee
of UNC Philosophy

Plato's "The Apology of Socrates"
at UNC Chapel Hill

Solo performance by Emmy Award winner
& Ambassador of Hellenism

Yannis Simonides

A dramatic performance of the Greek philosopher
Plato's "The Apology of Socrates" debuts at UNC on
April 23 and 24, 8:15 p.m. at the Paul Green Theatre
in Chapel Hill. It features a theatrical solo perform-
ance by the Emmy Award winner Yannis Simonides.
A Q & A session with Mr. Simonides follows each
performance.

Tickets and details can be found at: http://www.ncplato.com

In addition to his role as Socrates, Yannis Simonides is an Emmy Ward winning
producer, actor, writer; former professor and chair of Undergraduate Drama, Tisch
School of the Arts, NYU; producer /director of the Greek Theatre of New York; and

was recently awarded the prestigious title of Ambassador of Hellenism from the Greek
government to honor his lifelong service to Greek Arts and Letters. He has performed
"The Apology" all over the globe to rave reviews, including performances at the United
Nations, NBC's Today Show, and at universities and high schools in New York, Athens,
Cambridge, Oxford, Montevideo, London, Luxembourg, Dubai, and many other
locations.

"The Apology" is a delightful and quite humorous dramatization of the famous
philosopher’s defense while on trial for his life in Athens, ancient Greece. This
treatment transports the viewer from ancient times to our contemporary world, and in
so doing reaffirms the relevance of Socrates' thought in today's society.

Tickets and info are available at: http://www.ncplato.com
If you'd like more information about this performance, or to schedule an interview with

Mr. Simonides, please call Elizabeth Pyle Ross at 919-319-1881 or email Elizabeth at
elizabeth@ncplato.com









&

# ! $
% & & $ &
( # $# )
+ 1-.%/.01/!
23 # 013!
21 # 014!
5 # 01( !
$ $ &
667 # 8 (9 ¢ 7:-(;3,
(# 17 ( &




