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Editor:  Janna Tipton  

Dear Socrates Academy Family, 
Socrates Academy, an exciting multicultural educational dream of its founders for many years, became a reality in 

2005. Starting with 65 students in kindergarten and first grade only, the Academy is already a School of Distinction. In the 
2007-2008 school year we came very close to becoming an Honors School of Excellence. In the 2008-2009 school year we are 
continuing our quest for excellence with 280 scholars, grades K-4, and a waiting list of hundreds of children. This outstanding 
success did not occur by luck. It is the result of the love, dedication, professional talent, great interest and hard work of the 
Academy’s volunteer Board of Directors. It is the result of the tireless, scrupulous, admired professional educational efforts, 
and determination of the school’s administration and teaching staff, as well as the meaningful parental involvement that has 
had a high impact on student achievement and the quality of the school. In addition, the state-of-the-art facilities where the 
Academy is housed today, the outstanding beneficial educational, national and international, partnerships that have been estab-
lished, the financial contributions received from donors, and the warm welcome from the greater community have greatly con-
tributed to the success of the Academy. Thank you!  
We will continue striving for excellence by:    

· Providing research-based academic programs and encouraging the use of innovative learning methods.  

· Increasing teacher opportunities for professional training and promoting financial efficiency.  

· Identifying the special needs of our students and meeting all applicable state and federal requirements.  

· Integrating state-of-the-art technology and developing differentiated strategies for gifted students. 

· Developing students’ character, and instilling a level of confidence, so they are capable of being successful in our very  

    competitive global world.   

· Hiring highly qualified teachers, passionate about and committed to educating children every single day that they 

come 
    to work, and encouraging them to think “outside the box”.  
· Bringing members of the community into the school to broaden our students’ horizons for life choices.  

· Engendering greater community involvement in all phases of Socrates Academy education.  

Last, but not the least, we will strive to have access to additional state-of-the-art facilities, including a gymnato-
rium, to house Socrates Academy’s Middle School for which an application for approval has already been submitted. Our aim 
is to not only maximize the satisfaction of the educational needs of our students, but to surpass the expectations of all the mem-
bers of the Socrates Academy Family.  

Very soon, the Board of Directors will invite each and every one of you to come together in order to be informed in 
detail about where we stand, where we want to go and what strategies are to be used to get there. So far we have kept our 
promise. But the dream isn’t fully realized yet. At this time, we need everyone’s input, talent, time and financial contribution in 
creating a state-of-the-art K-8, safe, multicultural, nurturing environment that will inspire our children to go beyond to reach 
their fullest potential.      

Again, I want to thank each and every one of you for your love, support, trust and great interest in our school. Hope 
you will never be sorry you join the Socrates Academy Family. 
  
Larry Peroulas, President  
Socrates Academy Board of Directors 
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Knowledge is acquired with hard work. Aristotle 
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Kindergarten: 
In November, the Kindergarten classes will be learning about measurement and sense of story (beginning, middle, 
end, characters, details, and setting). We will also be learning about Thanksgiving and making some very funny 
"turkeys". Be sure to come by and see them! 
 
First Grade: 
Students in first grade literacy will be reading poems and stories about Thanksgiving. We will also be completing a 
fall writing about our favorite fall activities. 
 
In math, first graders have been working on finding missing addends and soon we will dive into the world of "sets 
of" (multiplication). We measured a fire truck, finding its length with yarn and also Ms. Linden's footsteps. The 
fireman also helped us measure the height with yarn. It was up to each class to estimate if the truck would fit into 
our classroom. We found that it would fit in with height but not with length. We were about five steps too short. 
 
In Integrated Units the scholars enjoyed visiting the voting booth to choose their favorite idea for "Spirit of Socra-
tes," our community outreach project. The winning idea is to collect food for dogs and cats to donate to the Hu-
mane Society. Please join us in this effort of kindness by sending a donation before Thanksgiving break! 
 
Second Grade: 
Socrates second-graders have been busy learning to measure length using both Customary and Metric units. Our 
next venture will be into the world of fractions.  Mrs. Torre is looking forward to learning the "Fractions" song that 
her students so love to sing! 
 
In Integrated Units, the students have been learning about animals, including mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish 
and birds. They have learned and discussed the different characteristics for these types of animals. Students also 
learned about the importance of Veteran's Day and understood why this holiday is celebrated. Students will be 
learning all about Thanksgiving in the upcoming week.  
 
In Literacy - Reading: We are continuing to practice recalling facts and details from the story and practicing the 
comprehension strategy - clarify. We are practicing rereading, reading ahead, and using picture clues to clarify 
what we are reading to help us get a better understanding of what we read.  
 
Writing: We are continuing to work on the writing process. We have started a new story and have been using the 
writing process to work through it from the Prewriting step to the Publishing step. We have learned how to "show" 
what we are trying to say instead of just telling by using details and action words. We are also learning how to add 
dialogue into our stories. 
 
Third Grade: 
The 3rd graders jump started November with a trip to Lowes Foods. The scholars were able to sample some 
healthy foods while learning about the food groups and the nutrients found in them. It was a great hands-on experi-
ence! 
 
Fourth Grade: 
In math we are working on multiplication of 2 digit multipliers and division of 2 digit divisors. We have just com-
pleted working on order of operations with whole numbers. 
 
In Science we just finished talking about study skills, how our study areas at home should look, and obstacles to 
getting our work done. Next we are moving into studying rocks and minerals. 
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Our Socrates Family as a faculty has experienced some sad events since school started this year.  Vaios 
Karalis, our second and third grade teacher of Math in Greek, has flown to Greece to be with his dad who 
is gravely ill.  The news is not good.  Vaios will return when he determines the right time.  Antonis 
Katsarelis, our first grade and third grade teacher of Greek Language, received word early Monday morn-
ing, November 10, that his father had passed away.  His dad had been ill for a while. Because the funeral 
would be conducted Monday, Antonis did not fly to Greece.  He may be leaving early in December to be 
with his mother and family.  Antigoni Korovesi, received news Friday, November 7th that her grandfa-
ther had died.  She remained in the states with us.  Ioanna Katsavria, the kindergarten and first grade 
teacher of math in Greek, has been very sick during the past three weeks.  She continues to  
recuperate at home.  We hope to have her return to teaching at the Academy soon.  Please keep these 
persons in your thoughts. Substitutes teachers are filling the gaps in instruction as we  
continue to strive to provide daily instruction in Greek both Math and Language.  Thank you for your 
continued support for the staff and students at the Academy. 

In love and kindness, Mrs. D-H. 
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Socrates Academy Saturday Workday was very successful on November 8th.  Many parents helped haul items 
to our storage facility organized by Miss Fortune.  Also trees were planted and the yard mowed!  Things are 
looking great! 
 
The Board of Directors has submitted the Application for the Enrollment Increase and Growth to the Office 
of Charter Schools for our expansion.  In order to inform the parents and community leaders of the details, 
the application has been placed on our website.  Visit www.socratesacademy.us to read the details.  The State 
Board of Education will discuss and review all expansion applications in December.  The results of the SBE 
decision will be posted on our website as soon as we are notified of the action taken. 
 
The Holiday Performance will be presented on December 15th at 7:00 pm in the Providence High School 
Auditorium.  Look for details for each Grade Level in the Thursday packet.  We are looking forward to an 
outstanding performance. 
 
Our first school wide Socrates Academy Spelling Bee is underway.  Please refer to the information notice and  
the Local Spelling Bee Rules that were sent home in the Thursday Packet, November 13th.  We want parents 
and students to be aware of the procedures and rules that govern the local, regional and national bees under 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee Rules.  Please keep this handy for reference. 
 
Grades 1-4, please make good use of two software programs that Socrates Academy sponsors for individual  
students.  These two programs can greatly enhance your scholars’ reading and math skills:  1) Study Island 
and 2) Book Adventure. 
 
The student body voted on November 4 in a school wide election and selected the SPCA as the recipient of 
our food supply for needy animals.  Our scholars are always looking for ways to give back!  Thank you, 
Scholars, for selecting a very worthwhile cause as your service project! 
 
From the Administrative Team and the Board of Directors:  Please have a safe and relaxing Thanksgiving 
Holiday with family and friends!  We each have so much for which to be thankful as we celebrate this  
holiday! 
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Ms. Ayers showed her team spirit by attending a Charlotte Bobcats basketball game. 
Ms. Cornell is excited to spend the Thanksgiving Holiday weekend in a cabin in Tennessee with close 
friends. 
Mrs. DH enjoyed spending time with her son, Taylor Britt, last weekend.  Taylor traveled to Charlotte 
to play in “Swing for Socrates Golf Tournament.” 
Mrs. Fischer and Mrs. Davis are still spending their Friday nights watching their sons play football 
with hopes that both teams will play deep into the playoffs. 
Mrs. Howle is excited as she will be visiting her in-laws for Thanksgiving.  
Ms. Linden's son, Corey, and his wife, have packed their bags and moved to Florida for a year. Corey 
has always wanted to fly airplanes and decided to follow his dream and get his commercial pilots li-
cense. “Although I will miss them dearly, I am happy that he is making a dream come true!” 
Mrs. McGill has a new puppy named "Bud" and thankfully everyone is adjusting nicely.  
Miss Nickolopoulos traveled to Arlington, VA for a YAL Greek convention. 
Ms. Stainback is enjoying spending time with her boyfriend, Andrew.  
Mrs. Torre had a "Spooktacular" Halloween and is looking forward to the upcoming Holiday season. 
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November 21   ½ Day for Students (8:30am - 12:00pm) Staff meetings 
November 26  Teacher Workday (Students not in school) 
November 27-28 Thanksgiving Holiday 
December 1  Current Family Intent Forms Sent Out/Sibling Application Process Begins 
December 1 - 4  Classroom Spelling Bees Grades K - 4 
December 2  Chick-fil-A Night at the Arboretum from 3:00pm - 9:00pm 
December 5  Grade Level Spelling Bee 
December 12  Current Family Intent Forms Due and Sibling Applications Due 
December 15  Winter Performance at Providence High School (7:00pm -  8:30pm) 
December 17  K - 2 and 3 - 4 Spelling Bees  
December 18  School Wide Spelling Bee 
December 18  Winter Celebrations (2:15pm - 3:15 pm) 
Dec. 19-Jan. 1  Winter Break 
January 2  Teacher Workday (Students not in school) 
January 6  Chick-fil-A Night at the Arboretum from 3:00pm - 9:00pm 

Please check the new school notes page for upcoming activities and schedules. Our page name 
is: http://new.schoolnotes.com/SABASP/ 
 
Thank You! 
Renee Hulsen, Director 
Socrates Academy Before/After School Program 
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Mark your calendars! On March 21st we’ll have an unforgettable Night at the Agora, the Gala event  
of Socrates Academy over at the Oasis Shriner's Reception Hall in the University area. Delicious food, 
dancing, and different live entertainers will make sure our Gala will be the toast of the city.  We are 
looking for auction items in order to make this the biggest fundraising night for our Middle School. Be 
there when a luxury car raffle will take place that night.  Buy a car raffle ticket so you can become a  
potential winner.  Talk to your friends and relatives about having a fun night out with all donations  
being tax-deductible. Mrs. Aphrodite Davis (Eliana's mom) will be sending out a flyer soon with more 
information. 
 
Financials:  
According to our Treasurer, Mr. Galanis (Eleni's dad), we have a total amount in pledges of $245,374 
so far and in actual donations: $155,411 as of November 4th. We are still far from the necessary 100% 
participation. We do hope you will consider helping our school build a strong case of parental support. 
This can make a huge difference when we apply for any kind of loan from any financial institution. 
100% parent participation is a vital part of any such request we make. Fill out the pledge form today in 
the newsletter and make the "100% parent participation"  part of our school profile. 
 
We have started the process of inquiring in Tax-Free Bonds Issuance in order to build our Middle 
School.  Mr. Koufaliotis (Steven's dad) is in communication with a Capital Markets Finance Firm 
(www.ZieglerLoan.com). 
 
Grants: 
Mrs. Patton (Mylon's mom) has worked very diligently in compiling all the school data needed for  
grant applications. We submitted one with the Charter School Growth Fund, and we have sent a letter  
of inquiry requesting an application from the Onassis Foundation. 
 
Marketing:  
Mrs. Galanis (Eleni's mom) and Mrs. Koufaliotis (Steven's mom) have been working on compiling a list 
of prospects, that is potential donors from the entire Greek/American community in the country. Once 
we have it completed we will start making contact with these "prospects" to introduce to them all the 
wonderful things Socrates Academy is doing for its students. Please consider volunteering to help us 
create the same kind of lists for the local areas of Charlotte and Matthews. It's a great way to get to 
know people, businesses, organizations and expand your network while you are talking about your 
child's school! 
 
As you can see the Socrates Academy Foundation has been very busy with all kinds of projects in our 
effort to help our school grow along with your children. Help offer your kids the option to continue in a 
safe, nurturing, and at the same time challenging school. This can only happen with your participation, 
your pledging, your donations, and your volunteering for the Foundation.  
 
Make a pledge to Socrates Academy Foundation in the form included in the newsletter. 
 
Help build your children's dream Middle School today!  
 
Yiota "Patti" Dimitriou 
Socrates Academy Foundation 
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Don’t Forget to place your last online order by:  
Saturday, November 22nd at noon 

 
Your order will be delivered on: 

Thursday, December 4th at 2:45pm  
 

Thank you to everyone that ordered in  
October.  We earned $115.32.  All proceeds help 

to fund the numerous commitments of the  
Socrates Academy Hospitality Committee. 

 
For Market Day Questions or to volunteer contact  

Janna Tipton at jannatipton@carolina.rr.com 

Last Month For Market Day 
 
Due to the current situation with the economy, the Market Day company has decided 
to discontinue the grocery program in a few states, including North Carolina.   
Unfortunately, this will be your last time to order from Market Day until further notice.  
Please see the dates below for ordering deadlines.  We will be looking into some other 
Market Day programs and some other fundraising ideas in order to continue funding 
the Hospitality Committee. 

Socrates Academy Friends and Families -- The Holiday shopping season has begun! And you 
can help support Socrates Academy by shopping online this year at the YellowBrickMall! With 
over 750 online stores to choose from including Lands' End, Amazon, Target, Best Buy, Circuit 
City, Dell, Old Navy, Aeropostle, Kohl's, Macy's, Barnes & Noble, Bass Pro Shops, Dick's 
Sporting Goods....just to name a few!  ALL of your online Holiday shopping can be done from 
Socrates Academy's page on the YellowBrickMall go to: www.yellowbrickmall.com/
Socratesacademy.php (Simply click on a merchant's link from this page and your purchase 
generates a donation to Socrates Academy!)  
 
It's not just for personal shopping either--you or someone you know may have a business that 
already shops for office supplies at Staples.com or OfficeDepot.com. By simply linking to these 
merchants through Socrates Academy's YellowBrickMall page, a percentage of each sale 
goes to Socrates Academy!  
 
So get the word out!! Forward this web address to your friends, neighbors, grandparents and 
relatives and let them know that they can support Socrates Academy this Holiday season (and 
all year long) when shopping online at www.yellowbrickmall.com/Socratesacademy.php  
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CONGRATULATIONS, SOCRATES FAMILY! 
We sold 20% more books at this years Book Fair for a total of $4,652.29.  Thank you to 

Mrs. Mabon and all the staff for working with the Book Fair committee in making this fair a 
success.  Also, a huge THANK YOU  to Cathy Haney for chairing the committee and to all 
the volunteers that donated their time:  Daniese Ingram, Tina Christenbury, Angela Deason, 

Dawn Galanis, Beth Hanrahan, Renee Hulsen, Linda Kakouras, Deepa Parikh  
and Mary Zurawski. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

To Micah Musialowski for winning the estimation game.  She guessed 138 pieces of candy.  
The total amount of candy was 140.  Micah won the candy and two free books.   

Thank you to all the students that participated in our game. 
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Thank you to all the volunteers that have logged in your hours.  If you have not, please do  
so as soon as possible. The highlighted names are the volunteers that have completed their  
required 36 hours. 

 If there are any questions, please contact Daniese Ingram, PFI VP – Volunteers at  
richardingram@bellsouth.net or (704) 756-3205. 

Haney (Stephanie) 
Hannosh (Basem & Summer) 
Hanrahan (Kyle & Beth) 
Harris (Joe & Patricia) 
Healy (Jeff & Risa) 
Hondros (Dena) 
Hulsen (Billy & Renee) 
Ingram (Daniese & Lisa Mealer) 
Ivanov (Lusine) 
Jacoby (Heather) 
Jones (Bill & Shawn) 
Jones (Camille) 
Kakouras (Linda) 
Kaltsounis (Angelo & Vickie) 
Kanelos (Dina &  Sharon) 
Karthik (Sujatha) 
Kastanas (Georgia) 
Kemble (Geoff & Sarah) 
Koehler (Edwin & Tamara) 
Koufaliotis (Spero & Rodanthe) 
Krueger (Morena) 
Legrand (Susan) 
Leicht (Dubolazova Aleksandra) 
Limbanovnos (George & Jenny) 
Mabon (Sue) 
Margiotis (Jimmy & Maria) 
McMillan (Gail) 
McNair (Sheri McInnis) 
Mehringer (Ray & Shelly) 
Moorman (Stacey & Stephen) 
Murr (Rob & Sharon) 
Naspinski (Alan & Tyria) 

Babb (Liz) 
Beard (Rob & Stephanie) 
Bertsch (David & Angie) 
Bilal (Brenda) 
Blackwell (Tommy & Leisa) 
Blyakher 
Bowers (Brandy) 
Brooks (Heather) 
Butler (Erin) 
Calkins (Tina) 
Carman (Liz) 
Castro (Tara Quinones) 
Christenbury (Mitch & Tina) 
Christodoulias (Gus & Andrea) 
Christoffersen (Brett & Julie) 
Cooper (Stacy & Jennifer) 
Dancu (Chris & Pam) 
Deason (Tony & Angela) 
Deese (Tim & Missy) 
Dell (Beverly Oburg) 
Diamantis (Mike & Maria) 
Doll (Jerome & Jennifer) 
Donatelli (Allen & Christy) 
Edwards (Tim & Kelly) 
Enos (Terry & Donna) 
Etters (Danny & Melanie) 
Galanis (Dawn) 
Georgoulias (Vicki) 
Gjertsen 
Griebel (Brian & Rosalie) 
Grund (Anita) 
Guidone (John & Meghan, Jesse & Jerry Coyle) 
Haney (Cathy) 

N'Gum (Kristina) 
Nivens (Paige) 
Opela (Kevin & Christine) 
Parikh (Manish & Deepa) 
Philliips (John & Jenny) 
Piacesi (Ann) 
Pittman (Lisa Pangalos) 
Ponder (Kevin & Stacey) 
Rodriguez  
Shinhoster (Wendy) 
Smith (Matt & Holli) 
Smith (Sean & Athanasia) 
Stallings (Patrick & Katherine) 
Sterrett (Susan) 
Sykes (Katherine) 
Tassios (Demetra) 
Tipton (Janna) 
Tucker (Ashley James) 
Vanamali (Meera) 
Vlahos (Sandy) 
Walker 
Washburn (Liz) 
Woodruff (Colleen) 
Wysocki (Maria) 
Zurawski (Kevin & Mary) 
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