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At Socrates Academy we encourage our scholars to follow five Socrates Proud Statements as they engage in their 
daily learning. 
 
 Our Socrates Proud Scholars will... 
 1. Listen Carefully 2. Follow Directions  3. Be Kind to Everyone 
 4. Use Good Manners 5. Do Your Best 
 
As part of our character education program we place special emphasis on a character trait each month. During the 
month the entire school will participate in a character trait activity that is planned by an assigned grade level.  
Student work, based on each character trait, will be displayed on a bulletin board as a reminder.  We encourage all 
members of the Socrates family to exhibit Socrates Proud traits each day. In addition, Ms. Cornell has recruited a 
“super hero” named “Character Ed” to visit with the scholars to promote the character trait each month. 
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As a member of the Socrates family, I strive to set an example by exhibiting each of these traits on a daily basis. I 
would encourage parents to discuss these traits at home and praise their children when they exhibit these “random 
acts of kindness”. Also as a way to deepen the learning of the traits, “catch” neighbors, family members, people 
from the community and other social settings modeling these character traits and discuss them with your children. 
What a great way to have good family discussions and communication! �  
 
When dealing with your children in certain behavioral situations, I use books based on character traits when  
appropriate. My plan is to enable your children to make better choices. 
 
I would like to thank you, our wonderful parents, for your continued support and assistance.  
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Fortune�
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Our Greek Phrase of the Month: 
 

“ �������  �	� , �
�����  
	 " �	�����
���  
"�������  �	 , ����  �
����  �	 " 

"Strike, but also listen". 
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Kindergarten:  
The Socrates Kindergarteners are falling into Fall this month and loving it! We are doing fun activities with leaves, pumpkins, 
scarecrows, and apples. We are doing great with our sight words each week. It’s amazing what awesome readers and writers we 
are becoming!!  
 
First Grade:   
Students in first grade have learned about our character trait for the month, which is courtesy, and wrote how they have shown 
courtesy to others. Students also began guided reading centers and really enjoyed visiting different literacy centers.  
Integrated Units:  While studying all about plants, we discovered that we could eat the stems, roots, leaves, seeds, fruits, and even 
the flowers of some plants. We also enjoyed tasting a sample of these parts of a variety of plants. We learned that they are part of 
the Food Pyramid and very healthy for us. Can you think of any stems, roots, leaves, seeds, fruits, or flowers that you like to eat? 
Math :  First grade has been very busy this month adding numbers from 1 to 100. To accomplish this, we have been using our  
Cuisenaire rods and our number tracks. We have also learned the new term "number bonds". Number bonds is another way to 
write a number sentence. This comes from the Singapore math program. Also in use have been our base 10 blocks. We have been  
modeling place value to the hundreds. 
Greek Math:  The first graders were taught the names of the numbers 0 - 20 in Greek. They compared these numbers using  
Cuisenaire rods, number line and balance scale. They also learned to represent the ones and tens of these numbers using the Greek 
Abacus. 
Greek Language:  This month we are teaching the following topics in Greek language:  letters and syllables, autumn fruits and 
vegetables (how to plant and grow them) and the Greek National holiday of "Oxi Day". This is the commemoration of the 28th of 
October 1940. 
 
Second Grade: 
Literacy:  Reading- We have been administering individual reading assessments.  We have been learning new vocabulary words 
and discussing story elements of stories in our anthologies.  We have been using a story map to recall facts and details from the 
story. 
Writing- We are continuing to focus on the writing process and using the resources in our writing folders to help us.  We also have 
completed an individual writing prompt. 
Integrated Units:  Students finished their unit on communities and learning what makes up a community.  One activity students 
had fun completing was drawing their own community.  Students then used their writing skills to write a story describing their 
community.  Our next topic that we will be learning about is “voting.”   
Math:  Socrates second graders worked very hard on addition with regrouping.  They are now learning about the relationship  
between addition and multiplication.  Fun was had when looking for the “relatives” of Cuisenaire rod friends, such as “Mr. Purple” 
and “Senorita Brown.” 
 
Third Grade : 
Have you asked your third grader about drama lately? Be on the lookout for our first third grade created drama production soon! 
 
The 3rd graders are learning from Antonios Katsarelis the terminology about weather in Greek, using pictures and describing 
them. They participate each day in discourse about professionals: teacher, doctor, nurse, fireman, policeman, football player, etc. 
They are also learning where Greece belongs geographically and many other Greek traditions. 
 
Fourth Grade: 
Literacy : Mrs. Rackley is currently working on the plurals of wisdom and learning the rules of spelling. 
Kiria Antigone has been working on learning the Greek words for food and beverages. They will then move on to learn the Greek 
words for animals. 
Math : Mrs. Harris has finished studying factors and multiples along with Kiria Anna who has reinforced the  
objective in her class. Mrs. Harris will move on to teach median, mode, and range and Kiria Anna will begin word problems with 
the students. 
Social Studies: Students in Mrs. Rackley's social studies class are working hard learning to develop persuasive arguments.  
Science: 4th graders are ending their unit on animals by creating a PowerPoint presentation using research gathered on an animal's 
habitat and adaptations.  
 
CAMMP-Math in Greek 
Dr. Anna Athanasopoulou started the seminar about CAMMP-math (Comprehensively Applied Manipulative Mathematics  
Program) in Greek with the Greek teachers who came from Greece this school year. The seminar helps Greek teachers to incorpo-
rate in Greek math curriculum the method that American teachers use. The aim is to facilitate students’ learning process without 
confusing them using different methods. By the end of the school year Greek teachers get certification for this seminar signed by 
Dr. Green and Dr. Athanasopoulou. 
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Have you noticed our beautiful green grass as you arrive on our campus each day?  Thanks to Angela Deason 
and Tyria Naspinski for their energy and hard work last weekend to add special touches to our campus.  The 
blue urns by the media center add just the right touch.  Also Tony Deason got rid of some “dead wood” that 
now makes the areas seem more cared for.  Please forgive me if others were on the scene giving of their labor 
to beautify.  The persons I mentioned were the ones that I knew helped!  The scholars love the new Owl sign 
that greets them each day as they enter the school!  �  
 
The Second Grade and the Third Grade scholars have enjoyed their selected plays at Imaginon uptown at the 
Wachovia Playhouse.  In February the Kindergarteners and in the May the First Graders at the Academy will 
be riding the big buses uptown to enjoy a theatrical experience at the Wachovia Playhouse.  We are indeed 
very fortunate to live in a city, like Charlotte, that sponsors great events for our school children.  And remem-
ber our fourth graders are studying North Carolina and will tour our capitol city of Raleigh in the spring.  
Also the fourth grade scholars will enjoy “How a City Works” through Junior Achievement!   Please support 
our Spirit Shirt Fridays to help off set some of the cost of the Big Buses for trips!  Thanks!   
 
Well, an old timey scholastic event is coming to the Academy - A Spelling Bee!  K-2 classrooms will com-
pete for a spelling champion.  Grades 3 / 4 will compete for a spelling champion.  Each Grade Level at the 
Academy will have a winner, runner-up and a third place winner.   The winner and runner up for Grades 3 / 4 
will travel to Lincoln Charter on January 22, 2009 to compete in the Area Charter School Spelling Bee.  The 
charter school competition begins in third grade. The winner of that contest will then enter the February 2, 
2009 Regional Spelling Bee sponsored by The Charlotte Observer.  That winner will travel to another  
location to enter the State Contest and that winner, goes on to the National Spelling Bee in Washington, DC. 
Scholars:  Start practicing those word lists that will be given to you on your grade level!  Go, Socrates 
Scholars, Go! 
 
Soon you will be able to hear the sound of holiday music in the air at the Academy!  December 15, 2008 will 
be the Winter Holiday Performance for the scholars to be held at Providence High School Auditorium, the 
same location as last year.  The show begins at 7 pm and should conclude by 8:30 pm.  Please mark your  
calendar for this event!  It should be a Winter Wonderland of joyful sounds! 
 
A special “thank you” for our wonderful HomeBase Parents and the work they are doing to organize celebra-
tions across Grade Levels for our scholars.  We appreciate all your hard work and dedication.  Christine 
Opela, thanks for taking on this awesome task of HomeBase Parent Coordinator!  We really appreciate all of 
our volunteers! 
 
Our collaboration and teamwork as the Socrates Family is really coming together: The Board of Directors, the 
Parent Faculty Involvement, and the Socrates Foundation are working together to make the academy a won-
derful place to learn and grow!  Swing for Socrates will be an exciting second annual golf event, the Socrates 
Gala is planned for the Spring, donations for the vision of the middle school are coming in and much more is 
needed.  In this hard economic time, we know priorities have to be made but there is no greater cause than 
investing in our future with your children’s middle school learning environment.  We appreciate all your  
giving!   Please join our efforts for your children to have excellent facilities for our growing population of 
students! 
 
Remember Sibling Registration begins the week after Thanksgiving. Can you believe it is almost November!  
Look for more information and forms in the Thursday Folder the week before Thanksgiving! 



Junior Achievement Volunteers: If you are interested in signing up to be a Junior 
Achievement volunteer please contact your grade level representative.  
 
 Grade level:  Representative’s Name: Contact Information: 
 Kindergarten  Ellen Watson   howwaston@juno.com 
 First Grade  Maria Diamantis  maria.diamantis@windstream.net 
 Second Grade  Holly Murchie   hmurchie@alltel.net 
 Third Grade  Ashley Ward   eashleyward@hotmail.com 
 Fourth Grade  Lisa Holliday   Lholliday1@carolina.rr.com 
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Mrs. Fischer enjoyed her trip to Boston, visiting her son in college and watching him play football. 
Mr. Frederick spent the week of September 29 to October 3rd at the North Carolina Center For The 
Advancement of Teaching in Cullowhee, NC. While there he attended a seminar entitled: Connect to 
Your Future: Celebrating Success In the Classroom. This is a professional program sponsored by the 
State of North Carolina to give teachers techniques to promote student success. This seminar supports 
motivated beginning teachers by strengthening their knowledge base and classroom expertise. Mr. Fre-

Mrs. Howle has been enjoying the season of fall with her family. Taking her daughter Campbell (who 
just turned 2) to the pumpkin patch for the first time, going on hayrides, going to Carowinds, and  
watching her nieces play soccer. It’s been a lot of fun! 
Miss Nickolopoulos enjoyed helping host the 1st Annual Greek Orthodox YAL (Youth Adult League) 
Convention in Charlotte, which was held on Columbus Day Weekend.  
Mrs. Phillips passed her ESL (English as a Second Language) Praxis this past summer so she can now 

Mrs. Smith can’t believe her triplets are going to be 8, October 26th! 
Ms. Stainback is enjoying spending time with her boyfriend, Andrew. She is also proud of her sister, 
Melissa, who just published her first book called Living with Cystic Fibrosis, which will hit stores at the 
beginning of November. 
Mrs. Torre is thrilled to have her family in town from Brazil. 
Mrs. Walters wants to say:  “I would just like to thank the PFI and all of the Socrates Families for their 
outpouring of love and support for my daughter's surgery. Brianna is doing well and seems to have no 
problems hearing and speaking. Thank you to everyone for all of the cards, gifts, food, and love. I am 

Much love, The Walters Family” 
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Please check the new school notes page for upcoming activities and schedules. Our page name 
is: http://new.schoolnotes.com/SABASP/ 
 
Thank You! 
Renee Hulsen, Director 
Socrates Academy Before/After School Program 
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October 31  End of 1st Quarter 
November 3  Teacher Workday (Students not in school) 
November 4  Chick-fil-A night (3:00pm - 9:00pm) 
November 6  Market Day orders delivered 
November 6  Greece:  Secrets of the Past documentary at IMAX at 6:00pm 
November 7  Report Cards Sent Home 
November 8  Socrates Academy Saturday Workday (9:00am - 3:00pm) 
November 9   “Swing with Socrates” 2nd Annual Golf Tournament   
November 10  Board of Directors Meeting 
November 10  Starbucks Socrates Blend Coffee and Travel Mug order forms due 
November 11  Veterans Day Holiday (Students not in School) 
November 21   ½ Day for Students (8:30am - 12:00pm) Staff meetings 
November 26  Teacher Workday (Students not in school) 
November 27-28 Thanksgiving Holiday 
December 1  Current Family Intent Forms Sent Out/Sibling Application Process Begins 
December 12  Current Family Intent Forms Due and Sibling Applications Due 
December 15  Winter Performance at Providence High School (7:00pm -  8:30pm) 
December 17  School Wide Spelling Bee Contest 
December 18  Winter Celebrations (2:15pm - 3:15 pm) 
Dec. 19-Jan. 1  Winter Break 
January 2  Teacher Workday (Students not in school) 
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Cheers for Socrates Academy Middle School Years !!!! 
 
This is “the chance of a lifetime, to make a lifetime of change…” Empower our 
children, our students, in math, science, technology, Greek culture and the arts at 
Socrates Academy Middle School!! 
  
Our present and future students are requesting your assistance in providing them 
with the opportunity to attend Socrates  Academy beyond the 5th grade. The only 
way for them to do this, is with your sponsorship.  
 
As of now we only have 44 families out of 191 that have signed a pledge card to 
make the dream of Socrates Academy Middle School a reality. That means only  
23% of our Socrates families have joined the effort to expand Socrates. We need 
100% participation. Remember… “United We Stand, Divided We Fall.” No  
contribution is too big or too small. 
 
Become an important part of this exciting new adventure. Help us build Socrates 
Academy Middle School. 
 
                     Don’t be an observer, be a participant….. Pledge Today!!!!!   
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My name is Vicki Georgoulias. My two children, Despina and Nontas both attend Socrates 
Academy. I am a licensed Real Estate Agent and Realtor® with Coldwell Banker United  
Realtors® Ballantyne and would like to extend a special offer to the families of our school.  
 
For every closed transaction (buyer or seller), generated from our school's family, I will  
donate $200 to the Socrates Academy Foundation.  
 
When you're ready to sell your house, buy a new home, or relocate, just give me a call at  
704-576-1711, or email vgeorgoulias@cbunited.com. I look forward to providing you the  
personalized service you deserve.  
 
Your friend in real estate, 
Vicki Georgoulias  
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Don’t Forget to place your online order by:  
Tuesday, October 28th at noon 

 
Your order will be delivered on: 

Thursday, November 6th at 2:45pm  
 

Thank you to everyone that ordered in  
October.  We earned $136.80.  All proceeds help 

to fund the numerous commitments of the  
Socrates Academy Hospitality Committee. 

 
For Market Day Questions or to volunteer contact  

Janna Tipton at jannatipton@carolina.rr.com 

Thank you to brothers, Andrew and Alex Healy for counting the Harris Teeter milk caps that were  

Please continue to send in the Harris Teeter milk caps (with an "H" on the top). This is a great, easy 
fundraiser for our school. Remember the saying "one man's trash is another man's treasure." 
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(contact Maria Diamantis at 704-814-4554 to order). 
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Thank you to the following Families that have joined the PFIA 
 
The Hunt Family   The Vanamali Family  The Blyakher Family 
The Casey Ingram Family  The Dell Family  The Tipton Family 
The McMillan Family   The Cooper Family  The Koufaliotis Family 
The Ward Family   The Murchie Family  The Kaltsounis Family 
The Washburn Family  The LeGrand Family  The Islam Family 
The Weber Family   The Barnes Family  The Lewis Family 
The Opela Family   The Comer Family  The Ketcham Family 
The Kanelos Family   The Patel Family  The Brooks Family 
The McNair Family   The Teifer Family  The Deming Family 
The Connell Family   The Lynlee Turner Family  The Hondros Family 
The Mabon Family   The Haney Family  The Butler Family 
The Hannosh Family   The Bertsch Family  The Davis Family 
The Parikh Family   The Gillette Family  The Karthik Family 
The Murray Family   The Christenbury Family The Naspinski Family 
The Seguine Family   The Pinto/Moreira Family The Holliday Family 
The Nivens Family   Ms. Meiss   Ms. Short  
Ms. Fischer 

��������	
�����

��
��
� � � �� � ������	�����

The following is a list of PFI Committee Chairpersons.  If you are interested in joining  
any  of these committees, please contact the appropriate person below.  If you have already 

signed up for a committee but have not yet been contacted, you will be hearing from the  
committee chairperson as soon as the directory is made available.  Thank you. 

 
  Health Room Coordinator: Liz Teifer 
  Office Help Coordinator: Jennifer Cooper 
  Book Fair Coordinator: Cathy Haney 
  School Lunch Coordinator: Liz Babb 
  Newsletter Coordinator: Janna Tipton 
  Newsletter Distribution: Tamara Koehler 
  School Directory Editor: Julie Christofferson  
  Special Events Co-Chairs: Stephanie Taylor and Tyria Naspinski  
  Hospitality Chair: Missy Deese 
  Recognition Co-Chairs: Jamie Alford and Aphrodite Davis 
  Caring and Sharing Committee: Dawn Ingram 
  Fundraising Committee: Lori Dell and Gina Wilson 
  School Beautification Chair: Angela Deason 
  Home Base Parent Coordinator: Christine Opela 
  Grade Level Representative-Kindergarten: Ellen Watson 
  Grade Level Representative-1st Grade: Maria Diamantis 
  Grade Level Representative-2nd Grade: Holly Murchie 
  Grade Level Representative-3rd Grade: Ashley Ward 
  Grade Level Representative-4th Grade: Lisa Holliday 



��������	
�����

��
��
� � � �� � ������	�����

 
. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The PFI would like 

The PFI would like to invite you to participate in a Family Night at Discovery 
Place’s The Charlotte Observer IMAX Dome Theatre.   There will be a special  
reserved showing for the Socrates Academy families.  The documentary will be 
Greece:  Secrets of the Past beginning at 6:00 p.m. on November 6, 2008.  A 
brief description can be found at: discoveryplace.org.  
 
If you have any additional questions, please contact Stephanie Taylor at  
704-540-2258 or stefftaylor@hotmail.com (re: Imax) or Tyria Naspinski at 
tnaspinski@carolina.rr.com.  
 

(cut here) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Parents’ Names: ___________________________________________                               
 
Students’ Names: __________________________________________ 
                         
_________________________________________________________ 

 
 I would like _____ tickets at $6.00 each. 

(There are 280 tickets available on a first come basis.) 
 

Please make check payable to SAPFIA  
and return with above slip in your child’s agenda. 


