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Working at Socrates Academy, as a fourth grade math teacher and Project Associate for teaching math in 
Greek, is an exuberant challenge. Our students have the opportunity to experience the Greek 
“paideia” (culture) while learning the Greek language and Mathematics in Greek. In Greek culture, language 
and math go hand-in-hand. On one hand the structure of the Greek language is based on math and on the 
other hand mathematics uses the accuracy of Greek language to express mathematical concepts.  
 
In the Greek math classes, our students undergo the critical thinking that Socrates utilized, according to Plato. 
As Plato wrote in Meno, Socrates used the shape of a geometric square and a series of mathematical questions 
to demonstrate that an uneducated boy (Meno) nevertheless is able to understand geometric principles. Later, 
Euclid formulated and expressed the critical thinking process as demonstration in geometry, which is also the 
basis for philosophy. This philosophy is embedded in the Greek culture that teachers from Greece convey to 
the students at Socrates Academy. Thus, these students have the unique chance to experience this philosophy 
early in their life.  
Teaching Euclidean geometry, the base of all geometries, in Greek, our students understand the meaning of 
the words that describe different geometric concepts. Some of these words are the same in English such as 
parallel, parallelogram, isosceles, scalene, circle, cylinder, cone, cube, prism, pyramid, etc. Although Greek 
teachers cannot formally teach the proving process at Elementary school, they are able to introduce it by ask-
ing the students to explain the meaning of words they use in class.   
 
The proving process is also used in other scientific areas. It is known that Abraham Lincoln (1809-65, 16th 
U.S. President) studied Euclidean geometry to retrieve his lawyer’s degree. On the internet at http://
www.mathopenref.com/euclid.html, Lincoln explains why he was motivated to read Euclid: 
 

“… At last I said,- Lincoln, you never can make a lawyer if you do not understand what demonstrate means; 
and I left my situation in Springfield, went home to my father's house, and stayed there till I could give any 
proposition in the six books of Euclid at sight. I then found out what demonstrate means, and went back to my 
law studies." 

 

Our goal is to create long life learners asking the why and demanding the reasoning in order to develop a 
deep and clear knowledge. Hence, Euclidean geometry will play a role in our students’ future career studies. 

Dr. Anna Athanasopoulou 

EUCLIDEAN GEOMETRY IN GREEK AT SOCRATES ACADEMY, BY  DR. ANNA ATHANASOPOULOU �

Greek Quote of the Month 
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Ptolemy once asked him (Euclid) if there was in geometry any shorter way than of the  
Elements, and he replied that there was no royal road to geometry. (Proclus’s summary) 
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Spring Break 
The staff and students all seemed to enjoy their week long spring break.  With the wonderful 
weather students, staff, and parents are still showing signs of spring fever.  We look forward to 
a great end of the school year; keep up the great work! 
 
Saturday Work Day 
Ms. Fortune would like to thank all of the wonderful volunteers for their help this past Satur-
day.  Parents and their scholars were a big help in getting things spruced up around the entire 
campus.  Thank you for all of your hard work.  We appreciate everything you do for us at Soc-
rates! 
 
Spirit Week & Greek Worker/Field Day  
Everyone has enjoyed the opportunity to dress in attire other than their school uniforms.  We 
look forward to Spirit Week every year.  May 1st is scheduled to be Greek Workers/Field Day.  
We hope to have good weather and see many parents enjoying this fun and educational day!  In 
the event of inclement weather we are scheduled to have a rain day on Monday, May 4th. 
 
Book Fair 
Students and staff have had a great time shopping for new books at the book fair.  The book 
fair will be open through Monday, May 4th.  Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers for making 
this possible. 
 
Socrates is GROWING 
Not only are we bursting at the seams, but we are breaking ground.  Friday, April 17th Socrates 
Academy received a shipment of dirt to lay the foundation for the gymnasium/classrooms.  We 
are excited to see the progress over the next few months towards getting the extra space we all 
want and need.  Don’t forget, please continue to fill out your Socrates Academy Foundation 
pledge forms located in the front office! 
 
Welcoming New Staff 
Mrs. Dena Hondros, the office administrator will be leaving our team on May 1st.  She and her 
husband are expecting baby number 3, a little girl to be born in July.  Mrs. Hondros has been a 
wonderful asset to Socrates Academy and we will miss her dearly.  We wish her the best in all 
of her endeavors.  We are excited to announce her replacement Mrs. Lena Bakis.  Mrs. Bakis 
has had over 15 years experience in administrative duties.  She is excited to start this new op-
portunity here and join the Socrates Family.  Please stop by the office and meet her. 
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Kindergarten:   
Integrated Units - This month we have begun our study of spring, including plants, insects, and life-cycles!  
Math - We are learning to share equally, add and subtract, and a little bit about multiplication.  
Literacy - We continue to work on writing and reading and are so proud of all our little scholars! We will also be 
learning about Greek culture and history as well as how we can protect our earth in honor of Earth Day! We are 
excited for Field Day at the end of the month! 
 
First Grade: 
Math - First graders will spend the month honing their addition and multiplication skills. We have been measuring 
length with nonstandard units of measurement all year and will now include measuring mass and capacity. 
Literacy - First grade scholars are learning about base words and their endings, -s, -ed, -ing. We are still learning 
about different vowel pairs and the sounds those letters create. We are continuing to become better writers through 
paragraphs and character webs. Our in-class stories are becoming harder and harder and the students are also be-
coming better readers. 
Integrated Units - The scholars are excited about planting three butterfly bushes in celebration of Earth Day. A 
great big thank you to the parents of Cole Lewis for their donation of the bushes to help beautify Socrates school 
grounds, and our Earth! Think Green! 
 
Second Grade: 
Math - The scholars listened to the story, A Remainder of One, and learned that groups do not always work out to 
be perfectly even when we "group into sets of", or "divide". They now know how to solve and check division prob-
lems with remainder! We continue to practice our basic facts and work on strategies for solving word problems. 
Integrated Units - Students started a social studies unit on "America's Past." They have been learning about differ-
ent times in history and important explorers including Christopher Columbus and Marco Polo. 
Literacy - Reading - We have been continuing to work in our book clubs. Many groups have completed stories and 
we will be taking the Book Adventure tests to go with those books in school. We have also been reading about 
different communities and how the people in those communities function in our anthologies. This month we will 
also be doing a unit on poetry and fables. Writing - We have continued to study the writing process. We have 
learned different ways to make our stories interesting, exciting, and more descriptive. We have made a community 
poster describing someone who works in our community. We are also starting a story about something fun we did 
over spring break. To go along with our poetry and fables we will be writing our own original fable and poem. 
Also, many individual and book club activities we have completed are displayed in the 2nd grade hall.  
 
Third Grade: 
Literacy - We are learning all about poetry (it is National Poetry Month) and we are studying adjectives and ad-
verbs.  Special thanks to Kris Dell for a wonderful JA experience!" 
Integrated Units - Scholars have been learning about the human body. Scholars will have an  
opportunity to extend their knowledge of both the skeletal and muscular systems. Ask your scholar about their 
bones and muscles! 
Math - The students are beginning their final preparations for their EOG testing in May. Mr. Frederick has made 
his yearly challenge to the students that if they all get 4's on their EOG's that he will shave his head, so the push is 
on to learn as much as they can before the final day. Parents can help at home by working with their scholars on 
math facts and making sure that Study Island skills are utilized. 
 
Fourth Grade: 
The fourth grade had a wonderful time at BizTown located in uptown Charlotte.    Thank you to all of our parents 
who volunteered and helped us to get there and back.  You truly are a great group.  Looking ahead the fourth grade 
is anticipating and preparing for our next trip to Raleigh.  Getting there on the train will be just as much fun as 
walking around and seeing the sites in our Capitol. 
Greek Language - We studied the past forms of some basic verbs using the Aesop’s Fables. In particular, we read 
the Ant and Dove, the Rabbit and Turtle, the Fox and the Grapes myth. This month we will study the future tense 
as we are going to review the time expressions. 
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Miss Ayers traveled home to West Virginia to visit her family for Easter. She also took a trip to 
Raleigh over spring break for the Penguins/ Hurricanes hockey game. Yes, she likes hockey and 
loves the Pittsburgh Penguins since her hometown is close to Pittsburgh. 
Mrs. Fisher had a great spring break in St. Augustine, FL spending time with her daughter and some 
friends! 
Mr. Frederick will soon be the proud 'father' to a pair of owlets who have been deposited as eggs in the 
owl box outside his bedroom window. The proud parents are a pair of Bard owls that have taken up resi-
dence on the Frederick property.   Mr. Frederick has plans to install a video-cam so that he can watch the 
new owlets grow to flying weight. 
Mrs. Howle enjoyed her spring break, traveling to visit family in Memphis! 
The Hulsen family traveled to Atlanta for spring break. They visited the King Tut and Titanic exhibits. 
Nicole Hulsen got engaged to her boyfriend of five years, Justin. 
Ms. Mason had a wonderful, wintery Easter break spending time with her youngest daughter in Chi-
cago... and tried Chicago-style pizza for the first time! Yummo! Next month, to San Diego and LA for 
her oldest daughters graduation from the University of Southern California and spend time with family 
and friends. 
Mrs. McGill had a great Easter with her family and enjoyed the time off to spend time with her husband 
and dogs, and can't wait for the weather to stay permanently warm and the pool to open up!! 
Miss Nickolopoulos had a fun time visiting family and friends in Montreal, Canada for Spring Break. 
Tish Rowell is finishing up her nursing classes at Queens University. 
Ms. Stainback had a wonderful Easter with Andrew and a nice, relaxing spring break with him as well. 
She is excited that the Belmont Abbey baseball team took first place in the Conference Carolinas and is 
excited to see what the rest of the season has in store for the team at the conference tournament and 
hopefully at regionals!!! 
Mrs. Torre is enjoying watching her sons play soccer. Her oldest, Nicholas, plays for his middle school 
team. Daniel's team, Crossfire, has participated in and won 1st place in two state tournaments. Little  
Lucas has not yet joined a team, but plays hard on the sidelines! 

Summer Camp is continuing enrollment. Please go to the school website or ASEP schoolnotes 
page to access the information and registration forms.  You can also join us for a Socrates  
Summer Camp information meeting. Meet the counselors and hear them explain their camp and 
answer questions. Registration forms will be available on April 30th at 7:00pm. 
 
Please check the school notes page for upcoming activities and schedules. Our page name is: 
http://new.schoolnotes.com/SABASP/ 
 
Please remember that there is a $1 per minute late pick up fee that applies to ALL activities as 
well as the school day.  Thank you to all our parents who have been patient as our Before and 
After School program grows into the best program in town! 
 
Renee Hulsen, Director 
Socrates Academy Before/After School Program 
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April 27-May 1  Spirit Week 
April 27-May 4  Book Fair in Media Center 
April 30  EOG Parent University 6:00pm  
   All third and fourth grade parents invited to attend. 
May 1   Greek Workers’ Day/Field Day 
May 4-8  Teacher Appreciation Week 
May 5   Chick-fil-A Night at The Arboretum 3:00 - 9:00pm 
May 7   Marble Slab Creamery Night 5:00pm - 8:30pm 
May 11, 13-15  Kindergarten Readiness Assessment 
May 12 & 13  Meet & Greet- New Parents & Students (10:00am- 12:00pm) 
May 15   Board of Directors Annual Retreat, Board of Directors meeting 
May 16   Annual BBQ & Baklava Spring Festival (11:00am - 4:00pm) 
May 19- 21  EOG Testing 3rd/ 4th Grades 
May 22   1/2 day for students (8:25am - 12:00pm) 
May 25   Memorial Day (students not in school) 
May 26 - 28  Parent Conferences - 1/2 day of school for students (8:25am - 12:00pm) 
June 8    Diamond Gold Mining Company Comes to Socrates for 1st and 4th  
   Grades for NC Standard Course of Study Goals 
June 10   Class End of Year Celebrations 2:15pm 
June 11   Last Day of School, Awards Day, Report Cards Go Home (snow make-up day) 
June 12 -17   Teacher Workdays 
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Socrates Academy Foundation and the Economy 
 
As a non profit organization depending on outside sources of funding, our Foundation has also been  
affected by the current economic environment. Organizations like ours usually depend on three types of 
funding: Corporate donations, Government donations in the form of grants or other funding, and individ-
ual donations. The state of corporate America, for the time being, is not a very promising prospect due  
to the financial challenges. As a result, our Foundation is left with two main sources of funding: the  
government and you: the families and the children who will benefit directly from an extended K - 8  
program of the caliber of Socrates Academy.  
 
You have seen many developments in the school and its direction this year. From our part we are re-
searching and proceeding with both federal and state sources of funding in the form of grants and  
issuance of tax-free bonds.  Additional sources we are working on include completing an AHEPA  
foundation grant this month. You, as the families of the Socrates Academy can make the biggest  
difference. Remember all donations you make to your children's school are 100% tax deductable. For 
last year we mailed tax receipts to over 100 families.  
 
Make your contribution today so you can reduce your family's tax burden at the end of the year, while 
ensuring a high quality education for your children through the difficult middle school years. You can 
just send in your check to the Socrates Academy Foundation to the school today. You will be glad you 
did, your accountant will be glad you did, and your children will be grateful to you in the years to come. 
 
Thank you, 
Patti Dimitriou  
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We are still holding our Spring 

book fair until May 5th.   
 

Please visit our website for hours, 
exciting news, events  

and volunteer opportunities 
 

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/
homepage/socratesacademy 
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Support Socrates Academy while enjoying Marble Slab Creamery ice cream!   

Marble Slab in Stonecrest will support our fundraising efforts by donating a  
portion of all sales to our school.  Bring your family and friends. 

MARBLE SLAB CREAMERY  
 

When: Thursday, May 7, 2009 
Time:  5:00pm to 8:30pm 
Where: Marble Slab 
  Stonecrest Shopping Center 
  7800 Rea Road 

Directions from Socrates Academy: 
•Turn right out of the school parking lot. 
•At the first traffic light, turn left on to McKee Road. 
•McKee Road will turn into Ballantyne Commons Parkway at Providence Road.  Stay straight and  
 follow Ballantyne Commons Parkway to Rea Road. 
•Turn right on to Rea Road, then turn left at the first light into the Stonecrest shopping center. 
 Marble Slab is on the right in the courtyard area with the water fountain. 
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From the Parent Faculty Involvement Association  
By Janna Tipton, President 
 
Good news, the Socrates Academy PFI Association’s application for tax exempt status under section 
501 (c ) (3) has been approved.  The association is considered a public charity.  Contributions to the PFI 
are now deductible under Section 170 of the Code.  The PFI is now qualified to receive tax deductible 
bequests, devises, transfers or gifts.  Thank you to Elaine Claiborne (Davis’ and Carter’s Mom), Kris 
Dell (Katrina’s Mom), Aphrodite Davis (Eliana’s Mom), Sarah Kemble (Thomas’ Mom) and Patricia 
Seguine (Courtney’s and Carter’s Mom) for filling out the grueling application and all that goes along 
with it in order to make this happen.  We are hoping to take the next step in applying for tax exempt 
status soon. 
 
The school year will be ending in a couple of months and I don’t want to forget about the Dad’s and all 
of the hard work that they do around Socrates Academy.  This month, I want to recognize two men that 
have done so much, Tim Deese (Hunter’s and Hudson’s Dad) and Tony Deason (Nash’s Dad).  Both of 
these Socrates Dads have spent a tireless amount of hours (including nights, weekends and summer 
breaks) volunteering at the school and we are so grateful to have them both.  Tim has spent many hours 
working on the wiring of the school for the computer lab, classrooms and phone system.  He has also 
helped with lawn maintenance.  Tony is a Trustee on the Socrates Foundation.  He has spent many hours 
working along side the Board of Directors on the new middle school and expansion projects.  Both of 
these men attend the Board meetings and helped to plan the Swing for Socrates Golf Tournaments, in 
addition to so much more.  Thank you, Tim and Tony, for all that you do for Socrates Academy.   
 
I know I said I was recognizing the men this month, but I can’t forget about the wives of these two gen-
erous men.  Missy Deese (Hunter’s and Hudson’s Mom) and Angela Deason (Nash’s Mom).  Missy 
chairs the Hospitality Committee which provides the food for Board meetings and visitors, monthly staff 
appreciation and so much more.  She also teachers the After School Dance classes.  Angela co-chairs the 
Beautification Committee.  She helps keep the school decorated and beautiful inside and out.  Thank 
you, Missy and Angela, for all that you do. 
 
Just a reminder, we are having a PFI Parent Meeting tonight, April 30th at 7:00pm. I hope you all can 
attend. 
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Phone:  (704) 618-8310   ��
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Accounting & Tax Preparation 

 

616 Mammoth Oaks Drive 
Concord, NC 28025 
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