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Was not born to hate, but was born to love. “Antigoni” Sophocles 

A Letter from our Assistant Principal� 

Hello Socrates Families! 
 
As many of you know the 5th graders will be taking a three week trip to Greece this summer. Since I was asked to 
write the newsletter cover page this month, I thought I would take this opportunity to share the details of this trip 
with everyone. 
 
Twenty-five 5th grade scholars and four of their older siblings will be leaving for Greece at the end of July and re-
turning before school begins in August. Mr. R, Bess Collins (Lucas’ mom) and I will be the chaperones for the trip. 
The Greek government pays the airfare and accommodations for all of the 5th grade scholars and the chaperones. 
We are permitted to bring one chaperone per every ten students attending the trip. Since there were many parents 
interested in chaperoning this trip they were asked to submit a letter of interest to the Executive Committee of the 
Board of Directors. The Executive Committee then reviewed these letters and made their selection. Listed below is 
the criteria required to be considered as a chaperone.  
 
Chaperones must meet the following criteria to be considered: 
Three week time commitment ~ Leave and return on the plane with the students ~Be responsible for the group of 
children (maintaining safety and enforcing rules while on the trip) ~Stay at the camp with the students (camp liv-
ing) ~ High energy level ~ Possess a valid passport ~Pass a background check ($50.00 fee)  
 
Additional Criteria Preferences: 
International Travel Experience ~ Fluent in the Greek Language ~ Experience working with Elementary Age  
Children 
 
Chaperone Benefits: 
Airfare, accommodations and meals at the camp are provided ~Travel to the beautiful country of Greece ~Share in 
this once in a lifetime experience with the Socrates Academy 5th grade scholars 
 
When we get to Greece we will be staying at Camp Yuppi located in Thessaloniki. This is an overnight summer 
camp that provides many fun activities for the students.  Please visit The Camp Yuppi website for more details. 
The website address is http://www.yuppi.gr  (Click on Yuppi Camp. This website can be translated to English by 
selecting the translate tab in the upper right hand corner.) We have also posted a link on our Socrates website. 
 
Once we arrive at the camp the scholars will be assigned groups and camp counselors. The chaperones will be 
available to assist the camp counselors and scholars as needed. Additionally, some parents will be traveling with us 
and are staying at villas and hotels near the camp. 
 
We are looking forward to this exciting trip and can’t wait to share the details when we return in August!  
 

Ms. Fortune 

Assistant Principal 
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SCHOOLWIDE SCOOP  School Wide Scoop 

Assessing and Testing 
Our scholars in Second and Fourth Grades, as well as new students, have been involved in the Iowa Test 
of Basic Skills (ITBS).  Thanks, to our parents, for assisting our students in arriving on time and getting 
a good night’s rest.  At Socrates Academy, we complete various assessments, tests and performance in-
dicators throughout the year.  The NWEA is given to K-5 to each student quarterly to give an indication 
for skills attained. The assessments and tests are designed for different purposes but all are used to refine 
and design better teaching and learning for your students. We are hoping to stay on schedule for the Sec-
ond Oral Language Proficiency Test (SOPA) in March which measures our students’ oral proficiency in 
Greek. The Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) will be given in April for second graders and any new stu-
dent to the Academy followed by the End of Grade tests in third through fifth grades.  The CogAT and 
the ITBS are used to identify qualifying Academically Intellectually Gifted (AIG) students at the end of  
Second Grade in May. Please contact your child’s teachers or the administration, if you have any ques-
tions regarding these evaluation instruments. 704.321.1711. 
 
Parent Conferences and Other Communication Tools 
Communication between teachers and parents is the key to assisting students to be more successful in 
school.  Our daily agenda is a tool that is used to keep updated on assignment for students, teachers and 
parents.  Special notes are sometimes placed in these agendas to notify parents in writing of a concern or 
need for a conversation.  Thanks for checking these agendas daily.  Also, please keep up to date on 
grade level happenings by checking your child’s teacher’s School Note Pages.  Teachers are to update 
these pages frequently.  Remember The Socrates Connection will be going electronic this month.  Extra 
paper copies will be available if you do not access to a computer.  Please call the office for a copy or just 
stop by.  A new format for the newsletter is being designed as well as a new website.  We will keep you 
posted when these new communication tools are revamped. Parent conferences are coming up on March 
29, 30, and 31.  Teachers will be scheduling conferences with you.  Please keep an eye out for these im-
portant appointment forms. 
 
Town Hall Meeting 
Please join us for our next Town Hall Meeting on Monday, March 15th at St. Nektarios at 7 pm.  Par-
ents, two hours of volunteer time can be logged for your attendance.  Please join us! A brief PFI meeting 
will follow that meeting.   
 
Enrollment for 2010-2011 
A very successful lottery was conducted on February 10 for next year’s enrollment for students at the 
Academy.  At the present time, there are some slots for new 6th graders since the Board of Directors ap-
proved adding another section of 6th graders entering our middle school next year.  Please tell your 
friends and neighbors about this exciting opportunity for a highly engaging learning environment.  Call 
the office for details and an application or go on www.socratesacademy.us 
for an application. 
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A Letter from our SAPFIA President 

Dear Socrates Families, 
 
On Monday, March 15th there will be a PFI Parent meeting immediately following the Town Hall meeting at St. 
Nektarios.  At this meeting we will be introducing the candidates running for PFI Officers positions for the 2010-
2011 school year.  We will also be going over the proposed PFI By-Law changes that are to be voted on that night.  
Prior to this meeting all PFI members* will be receiving a PFI Officer Nomination Form.  If you or someone you 
know are interested in serving on the PFI please fill out the form and return it to your scholar’s teacher.  The 
Thursday before the meeting only PFI members will receive a ballot and proposed by-law changes.  Please fill 
these out and either bring them with you to the meeting on March 15th or return them to school by the 16th.  This is 
very important.  Please vote. 
 
Thank you parents for the all of the pictures from events and parties that you have sent in for the yearbook.   Keep 
them coming!  Please forward (dated/labeled) pictures to Morena Krueger, morenakrueger@yahoo.com.  Also, the 
Yearbook Committee will be sending out order forms in the coming weeks.  Remember that PFI members receive 
a discount and those that participated in Invest in a Child receive one free yearbook per each $75.00 investment. 
 
*PFI members are Socrates Academy parents/guardians and staff that have either paid the annual $15 dues or 
participated in the Invest in a Child program. 
 
Janna Tipton 
President 
Socrates Academy Parent-Faculty Involvement Association 
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�  Starting March 2010, the Socrates Connection (our school’s monthly newsletter) will get a 

new look!  We will have a streamlined format which will focus on key announcements and 
updates. 

 
�  We want you to stay better connected!   Therefore, our newsletter will also now be distrib-

uted every other week rather than on a monthly basis.   
 
�  As a reminder, the Socrates Connection is now coming to you electronically.  If you have not 

already done so, please make sure we have your most updated email address.  Please no-
tify Renee Hulsen at rhulsen@socratesacademy.us of any changes.  

 
�  If you do not have access to email, you may come into the office and pick up a hard 

copy.  You may also directly access the Socrates Academy website, 
www.socratesacademy.com, and download a copy by selecting “Newsletters” from the left 
hand margin.  

 
�  Questions?  Please contact Renee Hulsen at rhulsen@socratesacademy.us .  

 
      Thank you in advance for your support of this change! 

 

 
 
 

                       

We are going paperless! 



��������	
�����

��
��
 � � � �� � ������	���� �

CLASSY NEWS 

Kindergarten: 
The Kindergarten classes have come out of hibernation (the unit of winter animals) just in time to celebrate the 
100th day of school!  They have definitely learned way over 100 things.....just ask them!  All of the Kindergarten 
scholars are looking forward to boarding the big buses and heading to Imaginon to see the play "Mike Mulligan 
and his Steam Shovel"!  This will tie in nicely with the skills being taught about the beginning, middle and ending 
of stories and how to develop their own.  Be on the lookout for some awesome writing samples!  Comparing num-
bers, adding numbers, estimating and geometric shapes are just a few concepts that we will be working on in math.  
The scholars continue to amaze us each day!  The year is flying by.  It is hard to believe that 3rd quarter is here.  
We are so proud of the scholars and all of their efforts! 
 
First Grade: 
Integrated Units - In Integrated Units we are celebrating Black History month, while learning about many impor-
tant African Americans.  We also were visited by a dental hygienist to discover proper dental health care.  Now we 
can all show our bright shiny smiles! 
 
Math -  We have finished fractions.  We are tackling division, revisiting  place values using our base ten blocks by 
building one double or triple digit number, then another and putting them together.  We celebrated  Groundhog's 
Day, 100th day of school, Valentine's Day and President's Day by graphing and doing word problems.  By the end 
of the month we will be starting to study coins and their value. 
 
Literacy -  In literacy, we are learning about what Valentine's Day and love means.  We have written paragraphs 
about what love means to us and are sharing these stories with our friends.  We also participated in guided reading 
centers two times this month.  Our study of long vowels is still ongoing, as we are now learning about the different 
vowel pairs that make long vowel sounds.  Our reading and writing skills are improving each week. 
 
Greek Language - We are finishing up our winter projects, where we learned about winter clothes, animals, and 
snowman.  For the 100th day of school, we got to write our 100 favorite words in Greek.  We are singing songs 
everyday and beginning to learn new songs to learn new words. 
 
Greek Math - We are continuing to work on telling time.  We are learning about geometric shapes and are taking 
tests to measure how much we have learned.  
 
Second Grade: 
Math 
Scholars have been dividing numbers and seeing the relationship between division and multiplication.  We cele-
brated our 100th day of school with One Hundred Hungry Ants and had fun working with a partner to display our 
favorite number sentence from the story.  We will begin to learn about money and telling time. 
 
Literacy 
We have been practicing the steps of the writing process to create a piece about "If I had $100, I would..." to cele-
brate 100 days of school.  These are being displayed in the 2nd grade hall.  We have also been doing a little 
Reader's Theater by reading  A 100th Day Mystery: The Missing Pennies.  We will be making props, selecting 
parts, and reading/performing the play for other classes in the school.  We are quite excited about this project! 
 
Integrated Units 
The second graders have been learning several things this month. We finished our Social Studies Unit called 
"People At Work" where we learned about topics like consumers, producers, goods, services, natural  
(cont. page 5)  
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(cont. from page 4) resources, and human resources.  On February 15th students learned all about the importance 
of President's Day! Some other topics that the students will be discussing this month include: Black History Month 
and Dental Health.   
 
Third Grade: 
We have finished up our critter unit in third grade.  Please make sure to check out all of the "artistic representa-
tions" on display in the hallway.  Remember to look but not touch!  Thanks 
 
Math 
We are currently working on linear measurement and each student is creating their own measurement device, a 
yard and meter stick.  Please come by and see them displayed on Mr. Frederick's hall-board. 
 
Greek Math 
Last month, we promised you the answer to the following question:  “A group of 20 third graders wants to buy a 
gift for their teacher. Four of them do not want to give money for the gift.  Then each of the rest of the students has 
to pay $2 more dollars. How much did the gift costs?”  The answer is $160.00.  We had one correct answer and a 
correct answer following a very small hint given by Kiria Anna!  Great thinking! 
 
Fourth Grade: 
4th graders  worked hard  to complete their lessons in order to be well prepared for our Feb. 19 trip to BizTown.  
Our scholars got a feel for what it is like to work in a business.  We are also currently working on our next field 
trip which is to our state capital Raleigh on March 9th.  This is a busy time for the 4th graders and we are ex-
tremely excited about both trips.  
 
Fifth Grade:  
Our scholars are knee deep in Geometry! Including the sum of interior angles of convex polygons, number of di-
agonals in polygons, lines of symmetry in regular polygons and arbitrary shapes, and rotational symmetry.  In sci-
ence they are studying land forms, weathering and erosion.  Literacy and social studies have concentrated on the 
role of the United States President and the powers bestowed upon him.  We are looking forward to our field trip at 
the Mint Museum of Art and the new Bechtler Museum of Modern Art. 
 
Greek Math 
 Can you give an explicit proof of the following geometric task? 
 “In the following figure where ABCD is a square and DCE is an equilateral triangle, figure out the measurement 
of angle AEB”                                                                                 

                    

 

 

 

 

The task was given in Greek on the board and the scholars constructed the figure on the paper using a protractor 
and a ruler. Six of them gave an explicit proof!!!  I am waiting for your proofs at my email address aatha-
nas@uncc.edu (Dr. Anna Athanasopoulou).  Next month you can read their proofs. 
 

CLASSY NEWS CONTINUED 



��������	
�����

��
��
 � � � �� � ������	���� �

Faculty Fanfare 

 
Ms. Cornell is excited about Mr. Jeremy's new job with Humana! 
 
Mr. Frederick reports that the owls have returned to the owl-box just outside his bedroom window.  Last 
year the owls laid eggs and the eggs did not hatch.  Let’s hope for a better outcome this year. 
 
Mrs. Howle had such a great time playing with Campbell in the snow.  Campbell was very excited to 
build her first snowman!!" 
 
Mrs. Torre had fun sledding at the park with family & friends in SC.  Since leaving NY she thought 
those days were over! 
 
Mrs. Walters has been busy painting her house.  Good thing that there have been great paint sales at 
Home Depot.  She painted her bedroom, dining room, and Brianna's bedroom.  
 
 

 
 

Socrates Academy Spring�
BOOK FAIR DINER�

“All u can read”�
Check out our website at�
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You can make a wish list for your scholar,�
confirm hours of operation or volunteer.�

�

For further information please contact Allison Miller at allisonmiller@carolina.rr.com. 

 

�

Book Fair Diner 
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              Calling all Socrates Academy Families! 
                               ������������� �

�
 Meet with the SA Board of Directors, SA Foundation, SA Administration and the PFI.  

 

�
 Discussion topics will include curriculum and facilities. 

 

�
 Come and gather information firsthand. 

	��
��
������
��������������������

TOWN HALL MEETING 

“STATE OF THE ACADEMY”  
TOWN HALL MEETING 

Monday, March 15th at 7:00pm 

 
Location: St. Nektarios Church - 5108 Kuykendall Rd, Charlotte, NC  

   (Attendance counts as 2 hours  toward your volunteer commitment.) 

(Brief PFI Meeting at conclusion of Town Hall). 
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Socrates Academy School Wide 
Events Calendar 

 

March 
March 1-4  SOPA Testing      TBD 
March 2  Communications Committee Meeting  8:30-10:15 am 
March 2  Chick-Fil-A Night     3:00-9:00 pm 
March 9  Athletic Committee Meeting    7:00 pm 
March 10  Board of Directors Meeting    7:00 pm 
March 11  4th Grade Trip to Raleigh    All Day 
March 15  Town Hall/PFI Meeting at St. Nektarios  7:00 pm 
March 16  Cultural Arts Committee Meeting   8:30-10:30 am 
March 17  3rd Grade Trip to Oven’s Auditorium  8:45 am 
March 19  End of 3rd Quarter-½ day for students  8:15 am-12:00 pm 
March 19  Book Fair Preview for Teachers 
March 22  Teacher Workday-No school for Students 
March 23-30  Book Fair 
March 23-25  Census Week 
March 23-26  Spring Pictures 
March 25  Greek Independence Day-School in Session 
March 29-31  ½ day for Students     8:15am-12:00pm 
March 29-31  Parent Conferences     1:00pm-5:00pm 
 

April  
April 2-9  Spring Break 
April 2-9  Office Hours      8:30am-3:30pm 
April 13  Athletic Committee Meeting     7:00 pm 
April 14  Board of Directors Meeting    7:00 pm 
April 29  Progress Reports go home 
April 30  Greek Worker’s Day and Field Day Celebration–School in Session 
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A BIG thank you to parent volunteers, Stephanie Sharpless, Katherine Stallings, Mary Harkins, Jennifer 
Kappas, Van Enos, Bessie Hunt, Donna Mighty-Fageyinbo, and Zee Malesevic for collecting all of our 
recyclables every Wednesday! Thanks for your time and efforts to help us think "green"! 

�  
Mrs. McGill would like to thank all the wonderful parents who have helped their kindergartners with ex-
tended learning projects as they learned about winter animals, hibernation, and the 100th day celebra-
tion! “You are all wonderful, and as always, your child's first and best teacher! I am so blessed!!” 
 
Mrs. McGill would also like to thank her awesome room parents for chaperoning their class field trip and 
doing such a great job to make sure they are always taken care of and have whatever they need! You 
are the best!!! 

�  
Daniese Ingram would like to thank Janine Rosen, Angela Connell, Camille Jones, Ellen Watson, 
Lisa Weber, Vicky Peroulas, and Clair Daker for all their help with the Candy Grams. 

�  
The First Grade Team would like to thank Mrs. Haney (Matthew's mom), Mrs. Dewan (Kabir's mom), 
and Mrs. Edwards (Chloe's mom) for teaching Junior Achievement to the first grade scholars!  “We also 
truly appreciate all of our helpful parents for sending in supplies to enhance our lessons.” 

�  
Ms. Stainback is thankful to have such generous students who are very sweet and spoiled her with all 
kinds of Valentine's Day treats.  “Thank you for being in my class and for each of you being who you are 
and helping me to be a better teacher. I hope your Valentine's Day was as happy as mine!" 

�  
Nicki Breckenridge writes, “As we prepare to go paperless with the Socrates Connection next month, I 
would like to thank everyone at Socrates Academy that has helped me with the newsletter over the past 
6 months.  Everyone that has been involved has always been so kind and helpful!  I have really enjoyed 
working with all of you. A special thanks to Janna Tipton for always being so willing to help me as I 
learned the ropes and to Mrs. D-H for always working with me to meet my deadlines even if that meant 
doing the editing over the phone!  Also, I would like to thank T.J. Koehler for all of her help with copying 
and distributing the newsletter!” 

�  
Mrs. Torre would like to thank Heather McGinnis and Sue Sterrett for helping prepare materials for the 
Valentine activities. “Special thanks to all of the families who help provide for our classroom. We really 
appreciate you!” 

�  
Mrs. Mabon would like to thank all the wonderful volunteers who help in the Media Center.  She would 
also like to thank Mr. Harper and Mr. Weber for the many hours they have volunteered in order improve 
the technology at our school. 

�  
The fourth grade team extends their gratitude to all the BizTown and Junior Achievement volunteers for 
preparing the 4th graders for the "real world". 
 
Thank you to the entire Socrates family for helping Mrs. Galanis feel welcome.  
 
A big thank you to Aphrodite Davis for helping the 4th grade with anything and everything. 

 

�
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